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man, owning a littl bit of a hut here, valued at 
c.. or six hundred dollars, should pay taxes on 
~~ out of the little pittance he gets for working 
at his daily labor, when this immense and profit- 
b! corporation refuses to pay taxes, and refuses 
1a tick, as | understand. I am told that 
‘oy came here and said they had no intention to 
cake advantage of the act of the State of Mary- 
lat Certainly, if it had been mentioned that 
rwenty per cent, upon all their receipts in this 
District, no member of Congress would have 
iven them the right to come into the District. 
The road runs for about six miles in the District; 
from this city out to Bladensburg; and that twenty 
wy cent. is taken off every passenger who travels 
over it. Every maa going over this road is com- 
nelled to pay a bonus of twenty per cent. on the 
charge of the company: and the charge itself is 
avery high one. Besides that, they permit no- 
body to come across here who they think inter- 
fyes with their business. No man traveling north 
from Baltimore can have his baggage cheeked 


d. 
hey intended to pay to the State of Maryland | 


through here, or can have any connection at all, | 


unless it just happens to suit thiscompany. ‘They 


will not check that baggage through because they 


say the northern travel is a rival; for the reason 


chat some eighty or ninety miles north of Balti- || 


more a road branches off to the west at Harris- | 


iurg, which they regard as a rival to their road. 
What if itis? What right have they to obstruct 
this channel? What right have they to close the 
cates between this city and Balumore and other 
cities north, east, and west? We have a chain of 


reaching the lakes at Niagara Falls, bringing the 
distance between Niagara Falls and the eity of 
Washington within ten miles of what it is from 
Niagara Falls to the city of New York. We 


have another railroad running up through Penn- 


sylvania going to the northeast, at Northumber- 
land, going out to Lake Ontario, passing through 
Syracuse, and all thatsection of New York. We 
have another railroad from Harrisburg running 
diveetly to the city of New York; but here we are 
taxed titty cents in going through, because it costs 
you fifty cents to get your baggage carried across 
Bulumore from the depot of this company to the 
other depot. They will check through the bag- 
gage of those going to Philadelphia directly, be- 
cause they have a connection with and a pecu- 
nary interest in common with that road; and 
tus is a combined appeal on behalf of the Balti- 
more and Ohio Railroad Company and the Phil- 
adelphia, Wilmington and Baltimore Railroad 
Company, to exclude all others. I shall offer an 
amendment in regard to that connection after a 
while, Lintended now to speak more particularly 
to the question of taxation. I think itjs butright 
that the property of this company here should be 
taxed. 

Mr. KENNEDY. May IL ask the honorable 
Senator a single question? Do I understand him 


to say that there is no connection now between || 


the Baltimore and Ohio road and the road running 
to Harrisburg? 

Mr.CAMERON. Isay there is no connection 
by which your baggage ean be checked through. 
You can carry it yourself and get it along the best 
Way you can. 

Mr. KENNEDY. I do not know anything 
about the baggage being checked. The two roads 
do not join; one is on one side of the city and the 
other on the other; but the advertisement of the 
Northern Central railway shows that they do 
connect with two trains a day. 

Mr. CAMERON. So they do; but we do not 


fet our baggage carried over. A man has to take 


charge of his own baggage when he reaches Bal- | 


‘more from here. Four trains pass out a day, | 
‘leve, from here, and only two of them connect. 
Mr. KENNEDY. | There is the same connec- 

we as with the roads running to New 
ork. 

Mr. CAMERON. No, sir. 
Mr. KENNEDY. They connect but doe Ae 
e 
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advertisement of the Northern Central railway, 
which | have before me, says: 

* The Uarrisburg accommodation train daily at 6, p.im., 
for the west and northwest. 

*'Vravelers from Washington and the South by the 6.20, 


a.m., and 3.20. p. m., wains make connection with the trains 
over this road.”’ 


Mr. CAMERON. Yes, at 6.20in the morning 


and 3.20 in the evening. 


Mr. KENNEDY. There are connections twice 


a day. 

Mr. CAMERON. Because it suits their con- 
venience; and by that arrangement they have 
| compelled the road running north to put on an 

extra train, or else we should make no connection 
in the after partaf the day. We have to run three 
trains a day instead of two. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Before the vote is taken 
on this amendment, I will merely state that the 


Senator from Pennsylvaniais probably mistaken, | 


portance of the amendment. 


the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company in this 
city does net amount to over $100,000; and the 


as well as the Senator from Maine, as to the im- | 


| understand from || 
the Mayor of Washington that the property of | 


late for them, and we are bound to see that they 
are treated properly in any of these privileges 
which we grant to outsiders? Merely—nothine 
urther—that this company shall pay upon its 
property in the city of Washington, which re- 
ceives the protection of the municipal authorities 
here, such as it may be, its fair proportion of the 
taxation, in order to pay the expenses of that 
protection. Nothing more, nothing less. This 
Is Notimposing any burdens on these corporators 
which they ought not to bear. It is throwing no 
difficulties in their way. The amount, to be sure, 
is not large, but it may be impertant to the city, 


| Whether their property is one, or two, or three 


hundred thousand dollars, the more the amount 


| of property the more the propriety of their pay- 


ing something for the privilege aflorded to them. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment offered by the Senator from 
Maine. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. 
nays ou my amendment. 
The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 


I ask for the yeas and 


| taken, resulted—yeas 19, nays 24; as follows: 


tax on that, at sixty cents on the $100, would || Chandler, Clark, Cotlamer, Dixon, Doolittle, Durkee, Fes 


make only $600, instead of $18,000. Rather a 
large margin., 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I do not wish to occupy any 
time. Ido not think it is wise for us to throw 
| any obstacles in the way of the construction of 
this improvement. 
more for the benefit of the public than of the com- 


necting link of road, is the very best that could 
be selected for the city. “They propose, at the 
junction of G street and First street, to make a 
tunnel under the hill, where it can incommode 


terrupt travel; where the noise of the cars will not 
disturb us; where there will be no possible incon- 
venience from it; and then to run to the river, 
and form the connection between the North and 
| the South. It isa great convenience to the travel- 


|| ing public to be able to check baggage through, 
and make connections right through, without, in || 


| the night, being compelled to get into omnibuses, 
| exposed to the weather. Ifa man has his family 
| with him, perhaps sick children, it isa very great 
| exposure and hazard and inconvenience. 1 have 
| traveled this route very often, both northward and 
| southward. I know the inconvenience of the want 
of gonnection. Ido not think it is any objection 
to this proposition that there are no connections 
in other cities. There ought to be everywhere. 
| These impediments in the way of connection in 
travel are a burden upon the community—an in- 
convenicnce—without one redeeming advantage. 


expense of this extension, so as to accommodate 


we ought to impose as few burdens on them as 
possible. Iam decidedly in favor of the meas- 
ure, and without any cmbarrassments upon it. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. I am sorry to say so 
much upon this subject; but what has fallen from 
the honorable Senator from Hlinois induces me 
to say another word. He talks about our inter- 


provement, 


benefit of the public, and not their own, L appre- 
hend you are finding a remarkable case in the 
world, when you find a corporation which is will- 
ing to do something at its own expense for the 
benefit of the public. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. My expression was, that 


themselves. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. They intend to have it 
| beneficial to themselves, atany rate. Now, what 
| do I ask in behalf of the corporation of Wash- 
ington; because we are their guardians:*we legis- 


posing obstructions in the way of this public im- | 
Why, sir, these partics come to us | 
and ask a privilege; they come here and ask us | 
to give them leave to do this thing; and when you 


talk about their exerting themselves here for the || use of steam power. 


I think that this extension is | 


| pany. [think the plan they propose to adopt, and | 
railroads running from Baltimore to the north, || the line upon which they propose to run this con- | 


nobody; where it will run across no street, to in- | 


Inasmuch as this company are willing to bear the | 


the public more than themselves—to save the | 
public money rather than themselves—I do think | 


this is more for the benefit of the public than of | 
No doubt it is mutually beneficial. | 


i 


| 
1] 


YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Baker, Bingham, Cameron, 
senden, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Harlan, King, Polk, Sim 
mons, and Wilson—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benjamin, Bragg, Clingman, Davis, 
Douglas, Fitzpatrick, Green, Gwin, Hemphill, Uunter, 
Iverson, Johnson of Arkansas, Johnson of ‘Tennessee, 
Kennedy, Lane, Latham, Mason, Nicholson, Powell, 
Saulsbury, Slidell, Toombs, Wigfall, and Yulee—24. 


So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I have another amend- 
ment to offer. 1 move to strike out the words, 
** have authority,’’ in the second line of the sec- 
ond section, and insert the words, * be required.”’ 
That is the clause with reference to atunnel. As 
the bill stands at present, they may make the 
tunnel now, or not, as they please; but as thatis 
a requisition upon them, and it is intended it 
should be so, I think it should be made impera- 


tive. I presume there can be no objection to this 
amendment. 

Mr. KENNEDY. I accept it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 
ment will be considered as adopted by the unan- 
imous consent of the Senate The Chair hears 
ne objection. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I have some other amend- 
ments that [ should like to propose. I move to 
insert, at the end of the second section, the follow- 


ws 
ing: 


Provided, They first obtain the consent of the corporate 
authorities of the city of Washington, and upon such: terms 
and conditions as may be prescribed by said authorities. 

1 will explain this amendment in one word, 
sir. The provision to which it has reference is 
the provision that they may use steam in pass- 
ing through the city. In all these charters with 


| which [ have been acquainted, where permission 


is given to use steam power in passing through a 
city, itis placed under the direction and subject 
to the conditions that may be imposed by the 
city authorities. I think it should be so in this 
case, and not give a power which might be ‘not 
only exceedingly incogvenient but dangerous to 
the city, unless regulated properly by the author- 
itics 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Is the amendment of the 
Senator from Maine so limited that it applies 
merely to the running, or is it to the making of 
the read ? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. It applies merely to the 


Mr. KENNEDY. I do not know whether I 


| exactly understand the terms of this amendment. 


| Is it intended that the clause shall read: ‘* and 


the said company shall have power to use steam 


| or locomotive power on the whole or any part of 


said road hereby extended” under the control of 
the city authorities ? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. No, sir. So far as the 
use of steam power is concerned, they must ob- 
tain the consent of the city authorities, and they 
may impose conditions. 


Mr KENNEDY 1 hardly know whether I 
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can very well aceept that amendment, because it | 


whole plan. The objectis to rununder the grounds 
of the Capitol, away on the further side of the 
public square, entirely out of sight, with their | 
steam engines. The very object in going under 
Capitol hill by a tunnel is to have the use of steam; 
so that they can have an unbroken chain from 
here all the way through. They can run the same 
cars and the same engines. If they are to be de- 
prived of the use of steam inside of the town, they 
may as well use the ordinary horse road. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. My answer to that is, 
that it must be under the control of somebody. 
They do not go through this city all the way in 
the tunnel. It is only for a very short distance, 
commencing at the back of the Capitol. They 
come out in the marsh below, and they then pass 
through the main streets of the city. As the bill 
now stands, they may go as they please with ref- 
erence to that matter. Of course, the city author- 
ities would not interfere to prevent it, unless it 
was dangerous to themselves. It simply imposes 
the condition upon them that they shall be sub- 
ject to such restriction as may be imposed by the 
city authorities in reference te the use of steam 
pewer. It isin all the charters within my knowl- 
edge where a railroad company is authorized to 
use steam passing through a city. How is it in 


to go through at all. 

Mr. KENNEDY. Oh, yes, sir. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. They do not do it; that 
1s to say, from depot to depot 

Mr. KENNEDY. The steam cars come into 
the city at night, and go through when the main 
travel is off. They do not in connecting with 
Philadelphia. 

Mr. FESSENDEN., 
day time. 

Mr. KENNEDY. I would prefer it if the amend- | 
ment were altered, so as that it should be made 
subject to such regulation as Congress shall de- 
termine. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Oh, Congress cannot man- 
age such matters. The city authorities are the 
proper persons to do it, 

Mr. k ENNEDY. Well, sir, let us make a 
provision regulating their rate of speed. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. That is covered by the 
phrase, ** upon such terms and conditions.” 

Mr. KENNEDY. I think the amendment in- | 
cludes rather more than the Senator states. It | 
would give power to the city to exclude the use 
of steam entirely. | would rather have a vote on | 
the amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is the Senate 
ready for the question on the amendment? 

Mr. KENNEDY. I am perfectly willing to 
agree to it, if the gentleman will name such rates 
of speed as shall be agreed upon. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I cannot do that, sir. 

Mr. KENNEDY. Then I cannot accept the 


They do not doit in the 


_THE CO 


j Mr. FESSENDEN. The difficulty arises from || shall be responsible to the United States, 1 
will destroy really one of the great features of this || the want of sufficient definitiveness in the section. || 
If this amendment prevails, it | 


| 


| There is a continuous railroad now from the town 


| North Carolina, &c. 


|| of the railroad provided for in the section; and if 


i to encounter. 


| more and Ohio Railroad Company to build a 


/ . ous: | until this tunnel is completed, we are in the power | 
the city of Baltimore? They do not allow them || 





Mr. MASON. 
would be giving advantages to one of these con- | 
tinuous routes leading to the South over another. 


of Alexandria to Memphis, in Tennessee, and be- 
yond that point. The bill authorizes the Balti- 


bridge across the river to connect with that rail- 
road. That will be a very important privilege to 
this southern railroad. Then there isa very im- 
portant route which connects at Washington city 
by steamboats plying from the city of Washing- 
ton to Aquia creek, in Virginia, where it meets a 
railroad, and passes south, through Richmond, | 
This section which the 
Senator proposes to strike out, is to enable that 
line to connect directly at Washington by means 


it is stricken out, it will give very great advant- 
ages to the one route over the other on this sub- 
ject, which, | suppose, ought not to be done. 
The amendment was rejected. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. Now,I move in the fourth | 
section, after the word * time,’’ in the sixth line, | 
tu insert the words ** not exceeding one year from 
the passage of this act.’’ It will be observed that, 


of this railroad company to carry passengers and 
freight across here in front of the Capitol, or any 
other direction they choose to go; and I think 
there should be some limitation of time, because, 
if there is not, they may take their own time, and 





oe 

Mr. KENNEDY. I trust that the amendment 
will not prevail; for it must be apparent to every 
gentleman that you cannot make a tunnel of the 
length of this one in one year. Ido not know 
what time they will take; but I want to give them 
time enough to do it. Their object will be to get 
itdone at as early a day as they possibly can, 
after the work has been commenced. It depends 
entirely on what sortof material they have got 
If they do not find rock, they may 
do it in the course, perhaps, of eighteen months, | 
or two years; but [ should not like to say less | 
than two years. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I desire that they may | 
have reasonable time. 
limit them to any time in which they are to do it, | 
but to have it done in a reasonable time- 


| year is not enough, take a longer time; but cer- 


amendment. 1] 


‘The amendment was rejected. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I have not got through 
with my amendments. I want to make this bill 
somewhat decent, or at any rate to do my duty 
by it. I move to strike out the third section giv- | 
ing them power to build a horse-railroad within | 
the limits of the city to other points. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
proposed to be striken out will be read. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

| 


“Src. 3. ind be it further enacted, That power and au- 
thority are hereby given to said company to lay a track, and 
to use the same for the transportation of passengers and 
freight, from some suitable point on the route hereby au- 
thorized to be extended to tide-water, between the said 
Long Bridge and the Navy-yard, so as to be connected with 
southern lines of steamboats plying on the Potomac river.”’ 


Mr. KENNEDY. I trust the Senate will not 
strike out that provision, It is to accommodate 
another section of the country entirely. That 
road is to go down and connect by the arsenal 
with the steamboats that run to Richmond and the | 
lower route still, entirely off this line. It is for 
the lower routes, through the |»wer part of Vir- 
ginia and North Carolina. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. That may be the object; 
but it is not fully defined. 

Mr. KENNEDY. I cannot conceive what 
possible harm or what possible objection can be | 





urged to that provision. i 


The section | t ; 
| more than two years, they will never do it at all. 





| 
| 





| 
| 
| 


_ be ample. 


tainly I think it ought to be done in one year. | 
Mr. KENNEDY. 


ears. 
Mr. WILSON. I understand that the parties | 
desired five years. I may be mistaken in that. I 
will suggest to the Senator from Maryland to call | 
it three years. 
Mr. KENNEDY. [I accept that suggestion. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- | 
ator from Maine accept the amendment to the 
amendment, to insert three years instead of one? 
Mr. FESSENDEN. 1 am willing to accept 
an amendment to insert two years. I do not see 
why it should take three years to make a tunnel 
here going through this hill, where there is no 
rock excavation at all, but merely to dig through 
the hill; and if this great Baltimore and Ohio road, 
to make a tunnel for that little distance, require 


It is idle to talk about there not being time enough 
to do it in two years, if any emo to do it at 
all. Iwillaccepttwo years. Thatcertainly must 
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| be recovered before any court of competent jurisdict; 


It is not my intention to*|| 


If one || 


Say two or three years. I || 
| do not believe myself that they can do it in two || 





The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 


ison the amendment as modified; to insert two 


| 
i 


years instead of one. 
Mr. KENNEDY. I will accept it. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I move to insertafter the. 
words ** the same,”’ in the fifth line of the fourth 
section, the words, ‘* by horse power.’’ Other- 
wise we shall have the engines running here for 
the next two years in front of the Capitol. 

Mr. KENNEDY. Ihave no objection to that. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I move to insert the fol- 
lowing as an additional section at the end of the 
bill: 

Sec. 7. ind be it further enacted, That said company 
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the “it » 
Washington, and to individuals and corporations, for | 
damages occasioned by any exercise of the powers granted 
by this act, whether the same be direct or conseque tin}, 1, 


On 


the District of Columbia in an action of trespass on ti\,. 


case. 
are: KENNEDY. There is no objection ,, 
that. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I have one more ameyi 
ment, Mr. President. It is to insert, as a joy 
section: 

Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That this act may y, 
repealed, and all the privileges hereby granted may be 9, 
nulled or modified, limited or restrained, at the ple asure 
of Congress. . 

Mr. KENNEDY. I trust that amendment wijj 
not be adopted. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Why, Mr President, w. 


have a great many railroads in our State, and jp 


|| Massachusetts and Vermont, and the different 


States of New England, and that provision is jy 
every charter. They deem it necessary to retaj) 
control over the subject, and not put these great 
owers entirely in the hands of a corporation. 
No evil whatever has followed; and unless yoy 
mean to put the city of Washington and Congyess 
under the control of the Baltimore and Ohio rajj- 
road corporation, you will retain that power, [t 
ought to be retained in all cases where we gray, 
privileges of this description. 
Mr. MASON. Iam aware that in all acts of 
incorporation there is a right reserved to the legis- 


|| lative power to modify, but I am not aware that 
. i“ they 
never build the tunnel at all. I] 


reserve a right to repeal or to annul. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Always. 

Mr. MASON. I move to amend the amend- 
ment by striking out the word * repealed,’ so as 
| to leave it that Congress may modify it. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Ihave only one word in 
addition, Mr. President, and that is this: expe- 
rience proved some years ago, when it used to be 
customary to grant these charters, and these large 
— were given to corporations, that the pul- 

ic suffered very great detriment from them, from 

the fact that the Legislature had parted with al! 
its power on the doctrine of vested rights; but the 
modern Democratic doctrine for the last twenty 
years in all these cases has been, in granting 
power, to retain absolute control over it, in order 
to see that the powers granted were properly ex- 
ercised, and retain the power to enforce it. That 
has been Democracy. Now, if Senators do not 
choose to come up to what has been the practice 
almost invariably,-to retain entire power over 
these charters, so be it. I wish to give them a 
chance to act upon it. 

Mr. MASON. The beneficial power is reserved 
when you reserve the right to modify or to con- 
trol. The power to repeal is to destroy; and | 
should rather question whether we can safely 
receive Democratic doctrine expounded from that 

uarter. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend- 


|| ment proposed by the Senator from Virginia to 


the amendment will be read. _ 
The Secretary read it: to strike out the words 


may be annulled or;”’ so that it will read: 

And be it further enacted, That this act may be modified, 
limited, or restrained, at the pleasure of Congress. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment to the amendment. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. That would not be ex- 
actly an expression that we should be proud of. 
I should like to have it more precise, in the terms 
of my drafting. I suppose the Senator means, 
| undoubtedly, to retain the words, * that the priv- 
ileges hereby conferred by this act may be mod- 
ified, restricted,”’&c. I am opposed to that amend- 
ment, and would rather have it in broad terms; 
but, if it be made, let us have it in proper lan- 
guage. 

‘The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Secretary 
will so frame the amendment to the amendment, 
if there be no objection. 
| The Secretary read the amendment: to strike 
out the words * that this act may be repealed, 
and all the privileges hereby granted may be @0- 
nulled or;’’ and insert the words ‘* that the priv- 
ileges hereby granted may be;’’ so that the sec- 
| tion will read: 


| And be it further enacted, That the privileges hereby 
| granted may be modified, limited, or restrained, at the pleas 





|| ure of Congress, 


‘* repealed, and all the privileges hereby granted - 
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Mr. FESSENDEN. I should like to have the | 
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| my part to make ita party question in any view || railroad,” this side all for it, and that side all 
ai) yeas and nays on the amendment to the amend- whatever. We have asked simply for the right against it. I know it is the first time I ever was 
oe “sont. of Way to go through the public property, to || in favor of it, and the first time I ever knew them 

4 ~The yeas and nays were ordered. _ || facilitate the transportation of the maiks. If we || to be against it, (Laughter. ] 
thie Mr. SIMMONS. _Inall the charters passed in | carry out the amendment of the Senator, we wer Mr. KENNEDY I desire to say a single 

my State, of every kind, since 1822, we have a | just as well be compelled to check baggage with | word to correct the misapprehension of gentle 
to nae that the act shall be subject to all future || every other road in the United States. Ido not |) men on the other side, especially the Senator frem 
on of the Legislature, whether in repeal or | conceive that it is the business of the Senate at || Wisconsin. Youcan check baggage now by this 
mendment, We never have had any trouble. | all. Itisa thing for the railroads themselves to route all the way from New Orleans to New 

nd i think it ought to be so now. | Ae settle hereafter, ; York, and from New York to New Orleans. 
val Mr. FESSENDEN. That is what it is now. Mr. CAMERON. Why, Mr. President, they Mr. DOOLITTLE. 1 admit that. ‘That is just 
Mr. SIMMONS. If you do not amend the | do check baggage with every road in the United |) the thing of which [ complain. This road ‘will 
be amendment to the amendment, butif this amend- | States going on their favorite route. A man at |) cheek baggage upon some particular favorite routes 

n ans t should prevail, it would only make a quar- || Boston can get his check there and receive his || of their own, with which they are connected; but 

ure vj as to how far you can restrain them. | baggage in Washington by this road; but a man || they will not check baggage for other routes that 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, || coming from the northeast, from Syracuse or |} run into theirroad. From here to Chicago, over 
will resulted—yeas 21, nays 20; as follows. Oswego or from Niagara Falls, cannot do so, || the Pittsburg and Fort Wayne road—— 

; YE \S_-Messts. Benjamin, Bragg, Clingman, Davis, Fitz- because it does not suit the interests of this com- || Mr. KENNEDY. Youare under a great mis- 
yd patrick, Green, Gwin, Hunter, Iverson, Johneon of Arkan- || pany, which has a close connection with the Phil- || apprehension, It does notconnect with that road, 
din -as. Kennedy, Latham, Mason, Nicholson, Polk, Powell, || adelphia and Wilmington road. | It is separated by the city of Baltimore, that is on 
rent tice, Saulsbury, Slidell, Wigtall, and Yulee—21. ‘| Mr. WADE. Or the northwest || one side of the town and this road "the her 
8 in NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Bingham, Cameron, ( han- h ie — a = bas ere , sce ed 1} ; wy a ; x — an us roa _ the other. 

dier, Clark, Collamer, Doolittle, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Mr. CAMERON. Ne plac ¢ in that direction. These lines on which it does check all the way 
tain Foster, Grimes, Harlan, King, Simmons, Sumner, Trum- || It is just what every other railroad in the United || throughall connect. Itisa continuous rail all the 
reat pull, Wade, Wilkinson, and Wilson—20. || States does fora passenger starting from any point || way through. 
_ So the amendnient to the amendment was || in the United States. There is no other road or || Mr. CAMERON. If the Senator from Wis- 
a agreed to. || no other piece cf road of this extent in the whole || consin will allow me, I desire to ¢orrect the Sen- 
wong The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question || country on which you cannot pass from one point j ator from Maryland. The Senator from Mary- 
a now is on the amendment as amended, _ | of the country to another, with your baggage || land lives in the city of Baltimore, and it is most 
Ate Mr. FESSEN DEN. I suppose there is no ob- |, checked through, except this one. || surprising that he should be so ignorant of the 
Fan ction to itas amended. | Mr. DOOLITTLE. If 1 understand the object |; connection with his own city. He says this road 
a ‘The amendment, as amended, was adopted. of this amendment itis simply this: when this | is on one side of the town and the Baltimore and 
lies Mr. CAMERON. I desire to offer an amend- railroad company comes here to ask fora great || Ohio road on the other. They connect just as 

s 3 Mos . convenience for themselves and the traveling pub- |} much as the Philadelphia and Wilmington road 
that ment. Insert as a new section the following: | Sak as Bee Cena thin eit al © aes 1! On in ae ra a ' 

Src. —. ofind be tt farther enneted, That sil the provis- < 0 0 os " us cit et conn ct with the || connects. They connect w ith the Philad Iphia 

sou of this act shall’ be inoperative unless the said Balti. || roads south, think it is but just that we put || and Wilmington road by a road running through 

sa more and Ohio Railroad Company shall pro-rate for pas- || Some limitation upon this privilege. Now, this || the city, and they haveanother connection through 

mt senger fares and check baggage over their main line or || Baltimore and Ohio railroad will check baggage || Howard street in Baltimore; and the Senator cer- 
— branches to and from Washington city, with and over all || fram here to Chicago, if you will go over the || tainly ought to know it. 

aid ae Fd eae EEE Reet i whole line of their road, and go to Indianapolis, | M r. IVERSON. Mr. President, Iam disposed 

coe as favorable as the said Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Com- and in that way to C hicago; but if you desire to || to favor thisamendmentasa matter of public con- 

ike pany way make with any other terminating or connecting || go there by a more direct route, by Pittsburg and | venience, I know the difficulties and annoyances 

' lines. || Cleveland, your baggage cannot be checked || that occur to travelers; because [| have experi- 

a. Mr. KENNEDY. I hope that amendment will || through at all. Now, sir, it is not for the simple || enced them in my own case, when we are com- 


eat notbe adopted. I do not really see what the great 
to 


question of checking baggage that we want to || pelled to give up our baggagé at certain points 
th all Senate of the United States has got to do with 
a 


puta little restriction upon this great mammoth || and recheck it frequently upon the road, 


Itisa 





at the checking baggage on roads in other States. We || corporation that is taxing every passenger that || very great convenience to travelers to have their 
ciate are not quite prepared to play the part of baggage- || Soe over it a much higher rate than is charged || baggage checked through from one point to the 
aliate masters, L think. 1 hope the amendment will be || upon railroads generally. , | other, and not be compelled to break for the con- 
nile rej cted. |} Sir, the vote which we have just taken by yeas || venience or the interest of the railroad companies. 
vex. Mr. CAMERON. I am very much delighted 1 and nays gives to me one of the most instructive || In this case this corporation come to Congress 
That with this evidence of dignity—very much indeed. || lessons in the whole political history of the coun- || and ask for what, of course, must be considered 
Typeset ‘The Senator would like to know what we have || try. For twenty years, when I stood in the ranks || a very important privilege. If it was notso, they 
co got to do with checking baggage in the States. I | of the Democratic party, and helped to fight its || would ngt ask for it. Undoubtedly we have the 


eas think we have everything to do with the public’s 

th e . . 
comfortand convenience. Here isa railroad that 

makes the connection with Philadelphia, going | 


| battles and wii its victories, one of its rallying 
cries was not to give, by legislative power, au- | 
aod to corporations eer the power of the 


right to impose terms upon them; and if we give 
them an important monopoly of this kind, a priv- 
ilege which is important to them, it is just and 


hem a 


| 1] 
| North, My one route, but will not do so with | Legislature to repeal it. What do we see here? || proper that we should impose such restrictions 
gear others, Why shall a man living away up in || The whole party calling itsclf the Democratic || upon them, and such terms as will conform and 
od t Pr nnsylvania and going to Charleston, South |, part of the country, voting in a solid mass to conduce to the public convenience. I think it is 
enfely Carolina, be compelled to pay a tax of fifty cents || put beyond the control of Congress any power || just and proper that this road should be compelled 


ail on going through the city of Baltimore because 


over this cage: 
ofthis railroad? Noman going North from Balti- | 


|| to check the baggage of passengers through on all 
Now, sir, | am willing to grant a reasonable 


the roads that connect with it, and not put them 








acini more, or coming from the North to Baltimore, || privilege to this corporation, and to accommodate || to the inconvenience of rechecking at Baltimore, 
ale tp going to the South, can do so without paying fifty || the oublic; but when they ask favors, let them | or any other point, 

cents for getting his baggage carried across from | yiel favors. It is no more than right to ask | The Senator from Maryland says that this Penn- 
words one depottoanother. He iseven prevented from || that this eompany, if it checks baggage from || sylvaniaroad docs not connect at Baltimore. That 


mrs ty . 
ranted 
nodified, 
uesuon 


be ex- 
‘oud of. 
e terms 
means, 
he priv- 
ye mou- 
amend- 
| terms; 
per lan- 


secretary 
ndment, 


9 strike 
epealed, 
y be an- 
‘he priv- 


the sec- 


es hereby 


the pleas- 


making the eonnection at Pittsburg and other 


Ohio road. For instance: a man leaving Pitts- 


burg, coming down to Baltimore and Washing- | 


‘on by the Baltimore and Ohio road, and going 
further south, can get his baggage checked at 
Pittsburg and delivered at the end of his journey 


‘ Charleston; but if he thinks proper to come | 


from Pennsylvania by another route, by Pitts- 
burg and down the straight road, then they will 
uot do so. 

Now, I can see no harm that this amendment 
can do to anybody; but it will do a great deal of 
geod to the public. I cannot imagine why this is 
to be made a party question on the other side; 
because all the votes upon this bill to-day, on 
that side, have been brought up as closely as if 


ithad been the most strict party question in the | 
‘ountry. Are the North and the South here to || 


ve divided about checking travelers’ baggage or 
“out compelling railroad companies to do their 
“uty to the public? I cannot imagine that this 
‘sto be so. Itis a fair proposition, and I take 
‘for granted that every man who has the public 


convenience at heart, and who desires to travel | 


conveniently himself, will vote for it. 


Mr.KENNEDY. I disclaim any design on 


| with the railroa 





| Washington over one route, shall be required to 
places North just because his baggage is not || 
cheeked, unless he travels by the Baltimore and | 


check baggage and also to make connections with 
the other roads that connect with it at Baltimore 
orat Alexandria; that this road which asks priv- 
ileges here for the benefit of the public, shall act 
fairly and justly with the waveliog public and 
ds that run into it. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I am willing to insert any 
provision in the bill that is proper to secure equal 
facilities to all the railroads that may be con- 


| nected with: the one that will use this tunnel; but 


it seems to me that when they merely ask the 
privilege of making a tunnel under the hill to 
make this connection, it is hardly right for us to 
try to regulate travel and transportation on all 
the other roads. It strikes me so. 

I cannot understand the attempt to make thisa 
party question. We are told about the Democ- 
racy all being in favor of one doctrine. Well, if 


this side hasall changed on this subject, it seems | 
_ to me the other side has changed too; and there- || 
fore, on the question of consistency, we are even. | 
I do not think it is necessary to putin any reser- | 


vation at all. I think the power exists to make 


any modification of a corporation of this kind, | 


whenever the public interests require it, without 
a reservation of power. It is a curious thing to 


jind aparty question made uponan “underground |) 


| 


is a matter of no consequence. One runs into 
Baltimore, and the other runs out of Baltimore, 
amd they can connect. They can carry the bag- 
gage by transportation by omnibuaes or by bag- 
gage-cars, Which is frequently done on other roads. 
Between here and my residence in my own State, 
there are numbers of breaks in the railroad. There 
is one at the city of Richmond; there is another 
at the city of Petersburg. It is more thanamile, 
perhaps a mile and a half, between the two de- 
pots; and yetour baggage is checked through, and 
we never have any difficulty. They can check 
through at Baltimore, and carry the baggage 
across to the Pennsylvania road without any in- 
convenience, and with very little expense to hon. 
If the railroad company is not compelled to do it, 
then the passengers must do it, and attend to it in 
person. It is a very great inconvenience, espe- 
cially to females, who sometimes travel without 
any protection. - [think this provision ought to 
be put in the bill; and as we are giving them an 
important privilege, they should be at least com- 
pelled to extend this convenience to the traveling 
public. 

Mr.GREEN. [shall vote against this amend- 
ment. Itistrue, we have aright to impose terms 
and conditions within this District; but to impose 
terms and conditions on a business a thousand 
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miles off, or anywhere beyond the jurisdiction of 
the Federal Government, is certainly wrong. We 
would have just as much right to say that they 
should use exclusively Pennsylvania iron ae 
Pennsylvania coal, 
our jurisdiction, and we have no right to impose 
any such conditions. Within this District we 
have a right to put what conditions we think ne- 
cessary, ! 

of it; and I shall therefore vote against it. 

Mr. BRAGG, I think the amendment offered 
by the Senator from Pennsylvania goes further 
than the gentleman intimates—the checking of 
baggage. It requires this company to pro-rate 
passenger fare with all railroad companies or lines 
which terminate either at Alexandria, Washing- 
ton, or Baltimore; and the object is to compel 


{t affects business beyond | 


ut not anything affecting the roads out | 


business relations for the convenience of these | 


cross-routes, one of which, I presume, the hon- 
orable gentleman alludes to in hisown State. We 


all know, as to checking of baggage through, that | 


is done on the main lines North and South; but as 
to these cross-routes, I do not know how it is in 
the gentleman’s section of country, but in my 
section you have to attend to your baggage when 
you reach those lines. It cannot be expected that 
e great through line like this from Boston to New 
Orleans, or perhaps further north—I do not know 
how far north you can check your baggage—— 

Mr. KENNEDY. Portland, Maine. 

Mr. BRAGG. Portland, Maine,I understand, 


ean be required to pro-rate as to the passengers | 


on these other routes; for I suppose, if you can 


make them pro-rate with the gentieman’s road, | 
you can make them do so with any other between | 


the two termini spoken of. It seems to me en- 
tirely traveling out of our dutics here to under- 
take to settle these matters between this road and 
the other cross-routes. It may be a very great 
advantage to the gentleman and his constituents; 


it may be of convenience to any person traveling | 


over the route; but it seems to me it is a matter 
which this Senate ought not to undertake to settle 
now. 

Mr. CAMERON. As to that portion of the 
amendment in relation to pro-rating the fare, we 
do not care about it, and are willing to strike it 
out; but we wantthe right to have baggage checked 
through to the city of Washington on all routes. 
The Senator is not correct when he says that they 
only check baggage through on mainroutes. They 
do so on all routes extending to a point like this 
from any part of the United States. 


|, company sets itself up as an authority to say 


If you hap- | 


pen to come by the Baltimore and Ohio railroad, | 


they will check your baggage Lere; or if you come 
from any part of the South, going west, or north, 
or northeast, and go over this road, they will check 
_ baggage through. I am perfectly willing to 
1ave the portion of the amendment relating to the 
pro-rating of fare stricken out. 

Mr. BRAGG. 1 consider this as a very small 
matter; but I will barely suggest to the lhonora- 
ble Senator from Pennsylvania, that this thing 
would not be mutual, We require this road to 
cheek baggage. You have no right to require the 


other lines to check baggage in thisdirection. You 


make it, however, obligatory upon thiscompany | 


when the passenger is going in one direction, to 
check the baggage. If that be the case, the wholg 


expense of the thing will fall upon this company, || 


for*they must have agents common to both roads, 
or else this company will have the whole expense 
of that arrangement to bear. At all events, it is 
not obligatory upon the other companies. You 
cannot put a provision in this charter making it 
obligatory upon them; because they are asking 
no favors from you. 

Mr. CAMERON. It is obligatory upon them, 
because they will all be glad to do so; and the 
reason why I put it here is, because this company 
refuses, and this is the only time that we can 
compel them to agree to some such arrangement. 
They now come here asking privileges, and we 
grant them, on condition that the shall do cer- 
tain things. It is perfectly fair. This 1s the only 
time that we can do it. Every other company is 
prepared to do this. 

Mr. RICE. I wish to ask the Senator from 
Pennsylvania one thing in regard to the object of 
this amendment, As f understand, sir, a person 


|, this kind; but they come here asking an import- 
} ant privilege, which, for one, I am willing to 


going from bere to the Northwest, if he will go | 


by the Ohio and Wheeling road, can purchase a 


ticket, and get his baggage checked through to | 


any part of the Northwest. If he wishes to go 


| arrangement ma 


by the Peunsylvania Central or the Fort Wayne 
road, lie can only purchase a ticket to Baltimore, 
and can only get his baggage checked to that |, 
voint. If he is traveling with a colored servant 
by the Pittsburg road, or the Wheeling road, it 
is only necessary for him to give a bond here to 
enable him to go through without any further 
question. If he wishes to go by the Pennsylvania 
Central road, he is not only compelled to give a 
bond here, but be must give another in Baltimore. 
If the amendment of the Senator from Pennsyl- 
vania is to correct this, I shall vote for it. 

Mr. CAMERON. Itis precisely as the Sen- 
ator from Minnesota has stated. 

Mr. MASON. I know very litile of these rail- 
road arrangements; but, as | understand it, if a 


gentleman is traveling from here to Baltimore, || 


whether he can get his baggage checked from here 
to Baltimore must depend upon the pleasure or 
will of the railroad company from here to Balti- 
more; and then there is a company from Balti- | 
more to Philadelphia; and another one to New 
York, &c. It must be by arrangement with them 
of necessity, because these companies who are 
different from the one giving the check, will not | 
he responsible for the baggage under their charge, 
unless there is some arrangement with them. 
And so, going south, there are half adozen com- 
panies, probably more, from here to New Orleans; 
and although, [ presume, there may be some 

is by which baggage may be 


: ad“"o 
checked from here to New Orleans, it must be by | 


| the consent of those companies, because they 


| road, you can have your baggage checked at the 


| been already very fully discussed, and | only de- 


amendment of my colleague. 
| legislation of rather an extraordinary character; 


The effect of | 


come under a responsibility by it. 
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| The State of Maryland can regulate the road 1! 


' check the baggage; but we cannot, 









_ December 21, 


yond our jurisdiction, in the city of Baltimore. 


ht Te. 


but Congress cannot. The State can make them 
We ean on. 
ulate the road within the limits of this Distr) 
but not beyond; and to impose terms of condi:iay, 
and say that, when we go to the depot in the siee 
of Washington, that is within our jurisdiction, jg 
unfair, unfriendly legislation, indirect legislation 
unconstitutional legislation, affecting the road oy. 
side of our limits. Shall we do by indirectioy 
what we have no right to do by a direct act? 
1 think clearly not. 

Mr. CAMERON called for the yeas and nays. 
and they were ordered. —_ 

Mr. RICE. 1 wouldask if that portion of the 
amendment has been stricken out, to the strikino 
out of which the Senator from Pennsylvania said 


- he would consent? 


the amendment, as I understand it, will be to de- || 


prive this company of all the privileges granted 
by the bill, unless these arrangements are made 
for the checking of baggage through, which will 
depend on the will of other companies. 

Mr. CAMERON. No, Mr. Dcatieet: it de- 
pends entirely on the will of this company. This 


what companies shall check with it, and what 
shall not. The case was stated very clearly and | 
simply by the Senator from Wisconsin. If you 
are going west over the Baltimore and Ohio rail- 


depot here; but if you are going west by any 
other route, you must first go to Baltimore, and 
then find your way to the other depot; and, in 
the mean time, run the risk of your baggage being 
lost. My colleague understands the question as 
well as I do, and he is aware of the difficulty and | 
annoyance now experienced. 
Mr. BIGLER. Mr. President, this subject has | 


I shall vote for the 
I agree that it is 


sire to say a word or two. 


but I think the nature of the case requires it. 
There is really no reason why this company 
should not accommodate the public in this par- 
ticular; and they ought to doit. Mr. President, 
you cannot imagine a greater annoyance, a greater 
inconvenience, and, at times, a greater hazard, 
than. stepping at one of our railroad gepots, in 
order to get your baggage to transport it across 
acity like Balumore. This company ought to | 
have made the arrangement long ago. 1 am free | 
to confess that I dislike to vote for legislation of | 


grant. In doing so, however, I avail myself of 
this fair opportunity of insisting that they shall | 
accommodate the public. I desire no longer to be 
annoyed in getting my baggage through the city 
of Baltimore. I care nothing about the amount 





| that I have to pay for it, nor do my constituents 


care for the amount they have to pay; but it is 
the inconvenience of stopping at the depot and 
getting out baggage, where there isa large amount 
of it. It sometimes takes half an hour. When 
females are traveling alone, it is virtually impos- 
sible for them to getit. I say this provision is 
no hardship and no inconvenience to this com- 


' make the arrangement for the accommodation of 


the public. I shall vote for the amendment. 
Mr.GREEN. One word. Congress have the 
right to exact a bonus for this charter privilege, 
if they see proper; but we do not propose to ask 
any bonus, which would be the Government prop- 
erty. On the other hand, itis proposed to impose 


pany. The company ought promptly to agree to 
| 
a condition affecting the business of the road be- | 


| exact a bonus. 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Mr.CAMERON. Ihave no objection to strik- 
ing it out. 

Mr. KENNEDY. I have just been informed 
that the Baltimore and Ohio Company have a man 
at their own expense to transfer this bageage now, 
All that gentlemen have to do is to hand their 
checks to him, and the baggage is carried over, 
I have just this instant been mformed of that fact 
by one of the agents of the road. 

Mr. FITCH. The PennsylvaniaCentral route, 
in connection with the branch of the Baltimore 
and Ohio railroad between this city and Baltimore, 
is the route over which I ordinarily travel; and it 
any such arrangement exists, as the Senator from 
Maryland states, it is a very recent one. The 
want of such an arrangementas that proposed by 
the Senator from Pennsylvania is a great annoy- 
ance. The Senator from Missouri says we cay 
1 regard this as in the nature of 
one. 

Mr. CAMERON. I passed through only the 
other day, and had to pay myself—only last Tucs- 
day. 

Mr. KENNEDY. [have just this instant been 
informed at the door of the ret which I stated. 

Mr. CAMERON. Then the Senator has been 
misinformed. I have stricken out that portion of 
my amendment which relates to pro-rating the 


ray. 

: Nir. YULEE. [I think all these matters may 
properly be left to arrangement among the com- 
panies themselves. We ought not to interfere 
with them. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Let the amendment be 
read as it now stands. 

The Secretary read Mr. Cameron’s amend- 
ment as modified, to insert as a new section: 

And be it further enacted, That all the provisions of this 
act shall be inoperative unless the said Baltimore and Ohio 
Raijroad Company shall check baggage over their main line 
or branches to and from Washington city, with and over 
all railroads terminating at Alexandria, Washington c:ty, 
or Baltimore, and with the connections of the same, on 
terms as favorable as the said Baltimore and Ohio Kul 
road Company may make with any other terminatig or 
connecting lines. 

Mr. POLK. I know very little about this 
checking of baggage, and I feel very much indis- 
posed to vote for the amendment, because | do 
not think it is a matter that we ought to legislate 
upon atall. It ought to depend upon arrange- 
ments between the different companies. I should 
like to know whether this company can make 
such an arrangement for checking the baggace, 
with the other companies, unless the other com- 
panies will consent to do it. My understanding 
of the amendment, as it reads, is, that it makes 
the privileges of this company conditioned upon 
that checking; and if the other companies should 
refuse to permit the checking, thenall the privileges 

ranted by this act to this company may be nulli- 
fed. lam utterly opposed, myself, to anything that 
looks beyond the District of Columbia with te- 
gard to this company. There may be an incon- 
venience; but I think we ought not to intermed- 
dle with such matters at all. : 

Mr. RICE. My honorable friend from Mis- 
souri is certainly mistaken. By passing this bill 
we give additional privileges to acertain company: 
The present arrangement imposes upon us ie 
necessity of taking their route to the West, or 0! 
subjecting ourselves to expense and great meon- 
venience if we take another route. [prefer com's 
by the Pennsylvania Central railroad; but fea 
not take that route, under existing circumstancess 
unless I pay tribute to the city of Balumore !oF 
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that privilege. We are not only compelled to | 


eck our baggage there, but we are compelled 


ce qeers have missed their connections by this 
Ss ¢ detention. Only the other day, when I came 
over the read, there was a lady going into Vir- 
via, traveling alone, who lost her baggage in 
consequence of coming over the Pennsylvania 
Cootral railroad, because she did not understand 


rrehase tickets there; and in many instances | 


shat it was necessary to recheck it at Baltimore. | 





Shi did not discover her mistake until she got 
pearly here. It isa monopoly that is against the 

rorests of the traveling community; and though 
we cannot interfere with that, I will not give my 
vote to add to its privileges, unless the evil com- 
plained of be corrected. 

Mr. KENNEDY. I have but one word to 
say, and itis this: if this amendment prevails, I 
believe it will nullify all the privileges asked for, 
-and I not think this company ean accept the bill 
with such restrictions on it as these. J 
not check this baggage upon such terms as other 
companies may prescribe, the whole act is nulli- 
Ged. J beg that such a provision may not be 
wise rted. : : 

The question being taken ley yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 25, nays 21; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Bigler, Bingham, Cameron, 
Chandler, Clark, Coilamer, Dixon, Doolittle, Dougias, Dur- 
kev, Fessenden, Fitch, Poot, Foster, Harlan, Iverson, King, 
tice, Sunmons, Suaaner, Trumbull, Wade, Wilkinson, aud 
Vilson—5. 
'N \YS—Messrs. Benjamin, Bragg, Davis, Fitzpatrick, 
Green, Gwin, Hunter, Johnson of Arkansas, Kennedy, 
Lane. Latham, Mason, Nicholson, Polk, Powell, Sauls- 


s 


“ 


bury, Sebastian, Slidell, ‘Toombs, Wigtail, and Yulee—21. | 


So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BRAGG. Ihave an amendment to offer 
as an additieval section to the bill: 

—. And be it further enacted, That in order to accom 
modate the local travel between the cities of Washington 
\exandria, authority is hereby given to the Alexandria 
Washington Railroad Company to lay a railroad track 
ome euitable point nearthe Long Bridge, counceting 


}, Ment. 


If they do | 


| entirely. 


road hereby granted, and the property of said company con 
nected therewith, shall be subject to taxation as real estate 
in the city of Washington, to the same extent as the real 
estate of individuals. 

Mr. KENNEDY. I would rather not have 
that in, for the same reasons which I stated when 
the Senator offered his amendment before. lam 
not disposed to debate it. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. This is new property 
which they propose to bring into the city. The 
question is simply whether you mean to extend 
their exemption from taxation, not only to what 
is now exempted, but to what they may hereafter 
bring. Certainly nobody would contend for that 
exclusive privilege. j 

Mr.GREEN. I desire tounderstand the amend- 
‘ If it simply embraces the local property 
ot 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I did not intend it should 
embrace anything else. ‘The Senator can hear it 
read again. It is very plain in its terms, I think. 

Mr. GREEN. 
right. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
of the amendment asked fer? 

Mr. HUNTER. Yes, sir. 

The Seeretary again read the amendment. 

Mr. GREEN. Thatis alittle too broad. ‘The 
property connected therewith’? is the language. 
It may include passenger cars and freight cars. 
There ought to be something to guard against 
that. The phraseology ought to be “ the local 
property.”? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. [am willing the Senator 
should alter it in that way. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. 


the amendment even with this modification. It 


seems to me that the object of the amendment is 


| to subject to taxation the right of way with the 


with the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company as herein | 


authorized, to be extended to and along Maryland avenue 
| Seventh street west to the Washington city canal; or 
wid by the shore of the Potomac river to the southern 
bauk of the Washington city canal, and along the saine to 


soe point not further east than Sixth street west, as shail | 


be deemed best by said company, and to use and operate 


the same so as to form a continuous Jine of railway from | 


4 


-aid Alexandria and Washington Railroad Company pay- 


use of Weir bridge, such rates per ton for merciiandise and 


such rates per capita for passengers, as may be agreed upon | 


from time to time by the two cainpauies, and wiich, in the 


\lexandria to the terminus of said road on the canal; the | 


event they cannot agree, shall be settled by arbitrators to | 
be appointed by each company with power to cai) in an | 


unpire i necessary; Provided, ho-rever, ‘That the bridge 
shall not be used tor the local travel, so as to obstruct or 
lclay the regular connections of the through trains: 4nd 


( 
proviled further, That if the bridge hereby authorized to be |) 


istructed by the said Baltimbre and Ohio Railroad Cown- 
pluiy be notso fer completed within two years trom the 
pissing of this act, as to permit the passage of trains over 
it, tien in such event the privileges herein conferred on the 
Baltunore and Ohio Railroad Company shail inure to the 


ington Riatroad Company. 


Ii will be seen that the object of the amendment 
is purely to accommodate local travel. 


i. [hope it will be agreed to. 


benefit 0’) and beeome vested in, the Alexandria aud Wash- | 


I believe | 
the Senator from Maryland has no objection to || 


0 |, can be no loss of any kind to the city. 
lug to the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company, tor the 


cost of the tunnel, and the money expended in 
making it under the ground. It ts an improve- 
ment that is to be made at great expense under 
the hill; and really Lde not think we ought to tax 
the underground work of this company, taking 
the whole cost of the work as the basis of taxation, 


{tcan be of no harm to the city of Washington to | 


have the work done. It is underground. It does 
not release the land above from taxation. There 


burden on the company that I fear will defeat the 
performance of the work. J, for one, shall not 
vote for it. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. It is a new idea to me 
that taxation is based upon the cost of the thing. 
I did not know that before. It was not my in- 
tention, certainly, if this work under the hill 
should cost ten, or fifty, ora hundred thousand dol- 


lars, and be no property in itself, that it should be | 


|, taxed; but where a certain amount of iron ts laid 


Mr. KENNEDY. I willonly say that I shou'd | 


prefer that it were not put in the bill; but as it is 
doomed a matter of Muportance to persons on the 


i 


tons as are in the amendment, though I would 
prefer the bill withoutit, [shall not object further. 


Mr. CAMERON. 


wl act of justice to the company owning the road 
across the river, and it ought to pass. 
he amendment was agreed to. 
The bill was reported to the Senate as amended. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foster in 


the chair.) The question is, will the Senate con- 


cur 


Will be taken on these amendments co} ectively. 


fhe ameudments were concurred in. 

VI. roa r r . 

sir. FESSENDEN. I wish to make another 
euort to protect the rights of the ps ople here to 
“me extent; and [have modified my first prop- 
ion, and Low move this amendment, to come 


eae 
“at the end of seetion one; to which I presume 
there will be no objection: 


OSU 


ind provided further, Phat the éxtension of the sald | 


other side of the river, and to persons traveling | 
wtween here and Alexandria, with such restric- | 


I think the amendment of 
the Senator from Nerth Carolina is right. It is | 


the amendments made as in Committee of 
.w “ : : 
tie Whole. If noo! jection be made, the question |) 


| thing happened to cost. 


i the cars run. 


down to make the road-bed, that might very well 
be subjected to estimation and taxation. Nobody 
can pretend for a moment that any municipal cor- 
poration would have a right,in the assessment of 
taxes, to predicate its assessments upon what a 


my knowledge at all. 
mentis simply this: that where they have prop- 


erty, consisting of a road, iron, and a depotcon- || 
| nected therewith, or other arrangements, turn- || 


tables,if you like, and an engine-house at the other 


| end of the city, if they have one, or anything of 


that sort, itis properly taxable. That is all [mean 


to convey by the amendment. If the Senator from 


Missouri desires any modification in order to ex- 
press that idea more definitely, | have no objec- 
tion, 

Mr. GREEN. 
erty.”’ 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Ihave said * real estate.’ 

Mr. DOUGLAS. In making this tunnel, they 
have to excavate a Jarge amount of earth; they 
have, then, to erect an arch of brick, L suppose, 
to prevent the carth from falling in. [ suppose 
that those bricks that support the areh will be 
property, just as much as the iron over which 


Suppose you say ‘* real prop- 


, 


it will be necessary to find out what the new road 
is worth. One of the means of ascertaining it, 
and a very satisfactory one generally, is its cost— 
what they paid for the right of way; what they 
paid for excavating the tunnel; what they paid 
fur the arch that supports it 


If it embraces only that, it is || 


Is the reading | 


That is my idea 


I am not willing to vote for 


This isa | 


That is never done to || 
The idea of the amend- | 


In order to find the ratio of taxa- 
| tion, under the Senator’s amendment, I suppose 


[ think iis putting | 


isl 


avery heavy rate of taxation on an object that 
ought not to be subjected to taxation in that way. 
Mr. PESSENDEN. It is simply impossible 
that tt should be so, unless the corporate author- 
ities of Washington are all knaves. They would 
never do anything of that sert. ? 
Mr. GREEN. I desire the word “ real’”’ to be 
inserted before “ property.’’ 
Mr. FESSENDEN. 1 have provided that it 
shall be taxable as real estate, 
Mr.GREEN — But you make everything con- 
nected with the road taxable as real estate. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. Well, I have no objec- 
| tion to making the modification. : 
Mr. KENNEDY. I should like to understand 
the amendment as it is now. 
The Secretary read the amendment as modified, 
as follows: 
And provided further, That the extension of the said road 
hereby granted, and the real property of said company con 
nected therewith, shall be subject to taxation as real estate 


in the city of Washington, to the same extent as the real 
estate of individuals. 


Mr.GREEN. The word “ property’’ should 
be stricken out, and ‘‘estate’’ inserted. 

Mr. KENNEDY. Would it not be more 8pe- 
cific to say ‘‘all buildings and lots?”’ 

Mr. FESSENDEN. They are real estate, of 
course. 

Mr. KENNEDY. 
out, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is the Senate 
ready for the question on the amendmem as mod- 
ified ? 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. FESSENDEN.. I have one more amend- 
ment to propose. I will state to the Senator from 
Maryland, and others, that I deem it very import- 

| ant, exceedingly so, that the corporate authorities 
of the city should have, for the protection of life, 
and the protection of property, some power to 
make regulations with regard to the running of 
these locomotives through their streets. T have 
confined it to that. By the biil as it now stands 
they may run their engines through the streets of 
this city, within the fimits assigned, by day or 
by night. There is nota provision in the bil! 
with reference to the erection of gates where they 
|| cross main streets going the whole length of the 
city, or for lighting the crossings, or for the ring- 
ing of bells, or for anything. They have power 
| to do the whole thing, and there is no provision 
| Whatever, and we cannot putin the necessary pro 
visions here. LT have draughted this amendment so 
as to cover that, and I think it very important for 
the protection of life and property both. 1 move 
to insert at the end of the second section, which 
gives authority to use steam power: 


That would leave the road 


Upon such terms and conditions as the corporate author 
ities of the citv of Washington may impose for the safety 
| of per-onsand property ; andthe said corporate authorities 
are authorized to prevent such use of steam power within 
the corporate limits, unless such terins and conditions ure 
complied with. 


Mr. BENJAMIN. [would suggest an amend- 
meut to the Senator from Maine. There might be 
something ambiguous in the expression ** upon 
| such terms and conditions.’’ IL propose to sub- 
stitute for these words, * subject to such rules and 
regulations.”’ 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I will accept that. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment, as modified. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. “ Rules and regulations” 
| should be put in both places where ‘ terms and 

conditions’? occur. I think that is an improve 
ment, and am much obliged to the Senator for it. 
|| The amendment was agreed to. 

The bul was ordered to be engrossed, and read 
the third time. It was read the third time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is: ** Shall the bill pass??? i 

Mr. FESSENDEN — [ask for the yeas and 
nays on the passage of the bill. I am opposed to 
it any wav 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 30, nays 15; as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Benjamin, Bigler, Bragg, Cameron, Col 
lamer, Davis, Dixon, Dougias, Fitch, Fitzpatrick, Foster, 
Green, Gwin, Hemphill, Hunter, Johnson of Arkansas, 
joinson of ‘Tennes-ec, Kennedy, Lane, Latham, Macon, 
Nicholson, Powell, Riee, Saulsbury, Slidell, Toombs, Wig 
fall, Wiison, and Yulee—J0. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Bingham, Brown, Clark, Doo 
i little, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Harlan, Kinz, Sebastian, 
\| Sumner, Trumbull, Wade, aud Wilkinson—15. 


So the bill wus passed; and the utle wus 
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amended to read: A bill supplemental to an act 


entitled * An act to authorize the extension, con- | 


struction, and use of a lateral branch of the Bal- 
timore and Ohio Railroad into and within the 
District of Columbia.’’ 


ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 


Mr. MASON. I move that when the Senate 
adjourns to-day, it be to meet on Monday. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Lhope not. It is important, 
I think, to sit to-morrow. 


The motion was agreed to; there being ona | 


division—ayes 27, noes 12, 


COMMITTEE OF THIRTEEN. 
Mr. YULEE. 


yesterday excusing the Senator from Mississippi 
|Mr. Davis] from service upon the special com- 
mittee of thirteen. It is very much desired by 
many gentlemen upon this floor who entertain 
similar opinions in the main with those of the 


Senator from Mississippi, that he should yield | 


his own view upon the subject which led him to 
decline to serve upon that committee, and should 
permit a reconsideration of the vote, in order that 


ganized by the President of the Senate. 


that we may have from the Senator from Missis- 
sippi his consent to serve upon the committee. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


excusing the Senator from Mississippi from serv- 
ing upon the committee of thirteen. 

Mr. KING. I should like to hear some reason 
assigned for this. The Senator from Mississippi 
is in his place, and I should like to know what 
are his wishes about it. 

Mr. YULEE. ‘The reason is that I choose to 
make the motion; and it is the desire of the friends 
of the Senator from Mississippi, of those who 
concur with him in opinion, that he should serve 
on the committee, and that the committee should 
retain the cas! originally assigned to it by the 
President of the Senate, under the order of the 
body. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Ido not know whether! 
correctly understood the Senator from Florida. 
Did [understand him to say that the Senator from 
Mississippi had consented now to serve upon the 
committee ? 

Mr. YULEE. No, sir. I said I hoped the 
Senator from Mississippi would yield to the de- 
sire of his friends from his section of the country. 

The question being put; there was on a division 
—aves 23, noes 6; no quorum voting. 

Mr. MASON. There is a quorum present. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
quorum present, in the opinion of the Chair, but 
a quorum has not voted. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. [**Oh,no.’’} I take the opportunity to say 
that in voting asl have done against excusing the 
Senator, | did so because no reason has been as- 
signed to the Senate. The Senator from Missis- 
sippi, himself, stated his unwillingness to serve 
and asked to be excused, and we excused him. 
If the Senator from Mississippi has changed his 
opinion upon that subject, and is willing to serve 
on the committee, | tor one, am willing to reverse 
the vote and action of the Senate. 

Mr. YULEE. 
has determined to reconsider the motion, it will be 
time cnough to consult the Senator from Missis- 
sippi as to his consent to withdraw the objection 
which he presented yesterday. I confess that | 
am somewhat surprised at the objection which is 
made to the proposition to reconsider. A motion 
to reconsider is generally a matter of course, and 
the subject is not before the Senate until the recon- 
sideration has been made. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair is 
clearly of opinion that a quorum of the Senate is 
present; and the Chair will put the question again, 
and request Senators to vote. As many as are in 
favor of the motion, which is, that the Senate re- 
consider the vote excusing the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi from serving on the committee designated, 
will rise. 

Upon a division, there were—ayes 26, nocs 5; 
no quorum voting. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There are sev- 


eral Senators present who did not vote. 


I rise for the purpose of mov- | 
ing a reconsideration of the vote which was taken | 


There is a || 


I think that when the Senate | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOB 


Mr. BENJAMIN. Icall forthe yeas and nays. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. I have just come in, and I 
do not know what the vote is. You may count 


| me either way, in order to make a quorum, if my 
| vote will make a quorum. 


Mr. GREEN. Yours and the Presiding Offi- 


| cer’s will. 


Mr. WADE, f move that the Senate adjourn. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is not in 
order, in the opinion of the Chair, to entertain 


the motion to adjourn, until the question before 


the Senate is decided. 
Mr. WADE. I thought it was in order at any 
time. 


Mr. GREEN. [I ask the Chair if there is not | 


a quorum? The vote was twenty-six in the affirm- 
ative, and five in the negate. The Chair voting 
makes thirty-two, and a Senator has come in, 
making, thirty-three. 

Mr. CHAN 
me 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. That would 


| make a quorum—thirty-four members. The ayes 


have it. The motion to reconsider is carried. 


Mr. YULEE. 


_sultation with gentlemen representing the class 
the committee may remain as it was at first or- i} 


] move, | 
therefore, that the vote be reconsidered, in order | 


of States from which the Senator from Mississippi 


comes, it is their desire that he should consent 
to serve upon that committee, and I trust he will 
therefore, in deference to their wishes, reconsider 


|| his resolution. 


It is moved i] 
and seconded that the Senate reconsider its vote | 


' 














| 
; 





Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President, in the very words | 


which I addressed to the Senate yesterday, I in- 


tended toexpress simply my conviction, It was | 


not a matter of personal feeling with me. If I 
know myself, no public duty ever is. My opin- 
ion was, that the State of Mississippi having 
taken the subject into her own hands, | could not 
expect to work advantageously on the committee. 


Neither could I, under the circumstances, enter | 


upon the labor as willingly as I trust I have usu- 
ally done in all public service. But if, in the 
opinion of others, it be possible for me todoany- 


| thing for the public good, the last moment while I | 


stand here is at the command of the Senate. If I 


_ could see any means by which I could avert the 


catastrophe of a struggle between the scctions of 
the Union, my past life, I hope, gives evidence of 
the readiness with which | would make the effort. 
If there be any sacrifice which | could offer on the 


_ altar of my country to heal all the evils, present || 


or prospective, v0 man has the right to doubt my 
readiness todo it. Therefore, when Senators, en- 


| tertaining the same opinions with myself, came to 
| me and expressed regretthat 1 had retused toserve, 


I could but tell them that I had only obeyed what 


| | believed to be propriety in the case, not desiring 


to shrink from the performance of a duty, still 
less to indulge in personal feeling. I therefore 
answer the request of the Senator from Florida, 
knowing also that it is made after consultation 
with others, that if the Senate choose that I should 


| be placed upon the committec, and continue to 
I | ’ 


serve there, I shall offer no further opposition. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. ‘The motion 
to excuse the Senator will then be considered as 
withdrawn. 

Mr. YULEE. A motion was adopted this 
morning directing the Vice President to fill the 
vacancy created by excusing the Senator from 
Mississippi from service on the committee, which 
it would be proper to rescind. I move, therefore, 
to reconsider and rescind that resolution. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I rise for the 
purpose of having referred to the select committee 
that has been appointed, the resolution which I 
offered some days since, and which, I think, has 
not been referred to the committee. 

It was so referred. 

Mr. LANE. I desire to know if my resolu- 
tions have been referred to that committee? 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. I move that 
all matters connected with the subject before that 
committee be referred to it. The committee was 
created for the purpose of considering them all; 
and I move that the resolutions introduced before 


| its formation be referred to it. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is moved 
and seconded that the resolutions relative to the 
subject-matter of that committee be referred. Such 
will be considered the sense of the Senate unless 
there be objection. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I suppose that does not 


DLER. And the Chair may count || 


I will now say, that after con- | 
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carry the resolution of inquiry offere ee 
oe from New Ham alae” red by the 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee 
| carry the joint resolutions 
|) Mr. TRUMBULL. Thatis nota joint ros, 
lution; but a resolution offered by the & +e : 
|| from New Hampshire asking for informna;i,., 
| from the President. It is not intended to ¢: 
| that, I suppose. 
| Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. No, sir, 
Mr. DOOLITTLE. There is one ry, solution 
_ pending before the Senate, on which the Senator 
|| trom Tennessee [Mr. Nicnoxson} has the floor 
|| Is that to be referred to the committee ? e 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee. No; not tho 
|| joint resolutions. 
Mr. DOOLITTLE. That is not referred, tho) 
| Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee : si 
| is a joint resolution. 
|| Mr. TRUMBULL. I move that the Senate 
| do now adjourn. : 
| ‘The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
_ adjourned. ° 


It does not 


arry 


No, sir; that 





| IN SENATE. 

| Monpay, December 24, 1860. 

| Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Gunter. 

| The Journal of Friday last was read and ap- 
| proved. 

| Hon. Sternen R. Matrory, of Florida, ap- 
|| peared in his seat. 


BILL BECOME A LAW. 


‘| A message from the President of the United 
| States, by Mr. GLossBrENNER, his Secretary, ay- 
| nounced that the President had approved end 
| signed, on the 22d instant, an act (S. No. 5]8) 
| for the relief of William A. Linn’s estate. 
PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. BIGLER presented proceedings of a public 
meeting held at Reading, Pennsylvania, for the 
purpose of preserving the integrity of the Union, 
| and to give expression to the popular fecling on 

the subject which now menaces the peace of the 
‘country; which were referred to the committee of 
| thirteen, appointed under the resolution of Mr. 
Powe t, which was adopted on the 18th instant. 

He also presented the memorial of Bartlolo- 
mew Oertly, praying for compensation for ser 
vices as mvasurer of-all contract work on the 
Treasury building; which was referred to the 


Committee on Claims. 
PAPERS WITIIDRAWN. 
On motion of Mr. MASON, it was 


Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the 
files of the Senate the petition of Anna Rogers, widow o! 
John Rogers, late a seaman in the Navy, praying a peusiou. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. BIGLER asked, and by unanimous con 


sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
528) to provide for the suppression of the inve- 
sion of one State or Territory by or from another, 
or the fitting out of military expeditions or cnter- 
prises in one State or Territory against anotle’, 
and for the punishment of certain offenses; whic! 
was read twice by its title, and referred to th 
select committee of thirteen, appointed under the 
resolution of Mr. Powext, which was adopicd 
the 18th instant. 

Mr. WILSON asked, and by unanimous co 
sent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S.No. 
529) for the more effectual suppression of |) 
slave trade; which was read twice by its le, 
and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


REPORTS OF A COMMITTEE. 


Mr. DAVIS. The Committee on Military 
Affairs and Militia, to whom was referre: 





———E 





praying an investigation of certain outrages °°" 
mitted by a body of United States soldicis + 
tioned at Fort Ridgely, the punishment «! | 
guilty parties, and indemnification for the loss’ 


° : er)" 
and do not find the allegations sustained by |" 


t 


sort. 
. ! 
The report was ordered to lie on the tabi’. 


was referred the petition of the widow of Geos 


ee 


memorial of citizens of New Ulm, Minneso’, 


suffered, have had the same under invesiicet'o's 
facts, and make an adverse report. It not bv! 
necessary to print it, 1 make no motion of '\" 

Mr. DAVIS. The same committee, to who 


C. Clitherall, late a surgeon in the United S's" 
Army, praying an allowance in lieu of quart:'s, 
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to which he was entitled, have had the same un- 


der examination, and do not find the petitioner 


; ae, and therefore make an adverse report. 
[he report was ordered to lie on the table. 
PACIFIC RAILROAD. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. L ask leave to introduce 


the purpose merely of having it laid on the 
rable and printed. [tis a bill that has been put 
- my hands with the request that I would intro- 
duce it. Lt is entitled **An act granting public 
tands and a loan of the credit of Government to 


the People’s Pacific Railroad Company, to aid in | 


i} 


astained by the service and facts existing at the | 


i 


il of which no previous notice has been given, | 


the construction of a railroad from the Missouri | 


river to San Francisco, on the Pacific coast, and 
che same to aid the construction of the northern 
and southern Pacific railroad.”’ 

| move that leave be granted to introduce it, and 


to have it printed, in order that it may be laid be- | 
© * 


fore the Senate. 


Leave was granted; and the bill (S. No. 527) | 


eranting public lands and a loan of the credit of 
(yovernmentto the People’s Pacific Railroad Com- 
pany, to aid in the construction of a railroad from 
the Misseuri river to San Francisco, on the Pa- 
eige coast, and the same to ald the construction 
of the nerthern and southern Pacific railroad, 
was read and passed to a second reading, and or- 
dered to be printed, 


AMENDMENT OF TIE CONSTITUTION. 


Mr. PUGH. [ask the unanimous consent of 
the Senate to introduce a joint resolution without 

vious notice, 
Leave was granted; and the joint resolution (S. 
No. 51) in regard to a convention for proposing 

mendments to the Constitution of the United 
States was read the first time by its title. 

Mr. PUGH. Lask that it . 
time, if no objection be made to its introduction, 
aud veferred to the select committee heretofore 
appointed. 

“The joimt resolution was read a second time, 
and referred to the select committce of thirteen, 
appointed under the resolution of Mr. Powe tt, 
which was adopted on the 18th instant; and isas 
fullows: 


A joint resolution (S. No. 51) in regard to a convention for 
proposing amendments tothe Constitution of the United 
Mates: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
it bo reccommended to the Legislatures of the several States 
to apply to Congress, as soon as practicable, to call a con- 
vention for proposing amendments to the Constitution of 
tue United States, as provided in the fifth article thereof. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, I hold in my 
hand a proposition for certain amendments to the 
Constitution, which I desire to have formally re- 
ferred to the select Committee of thirteen. I de- 
sire now to lay it on the table, and wish to have 
it printed, in order that it may be more conve- 


mently examined, and referred formally to that 
committee, 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foster 
inthe chair.) Itis moved that the proposition 
of the Senator from Illinois, proposing amend- 
ments to the Constitution, be printed, and referred 
to the select committee of thirteen. The resolu- 
tion will be read. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I do not suppose it neces- 
sary to have itread. If Senators desire it, how- 
ever, I have no objection. 

The joint resolution (S. No. 52) proposing cer- 
‘ain amendments to the Constitution of the United 
States, was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the select committee of thirteen, appointed under 
the resolution of Mr. Powexx, adopted on the 
18th instant, and ordered to be printed. 


CLAIMS AGAINST MEXICO. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. If no further 


peullons, orreports, or resolutions, be offered, the 
bill (S. No. 112) to further carry out the provis- 
lons of the fifteenth section of the treaty between 
the United States and Mexico, concluded on the 
*d day of February, 1848, is the unfinished busi- 
ness of the morning hour. 

Mr. [\VERSON. I move that that bill lie on 
the table for the present. 

he motion was agreed to. 


DEFICIENCY BILL. 





read a second | 





Representatives, by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, an- || 


| 


A message was received from the House of | 








| sion) forthe reliefof Major Benjamin Alvord, pay- 
J R »pay 


nouncing that the House had passed the follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Clerk be directed to request the Sen- 
ate to return to this House the bill (H. R. No. 866) “to 
supply deficiencies in the appropriations for the service 
of the fiscal year ending June 30, 1861,”° ta correct an error 
in engrossment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER put the question | 
on agreeing to the request of the House; and it || 
was ordered that the bill be returned to the House | 
of Representatives. || 

LIEUTENANT GEORGE L. HARTSUFF. | 

Mr. BINGHAM. I ask the Senate to take up || 
the bill (S. No. 523) for the relief of Lieutenant 
George L. Hartsuff, United States Army. This |} 
bill was reported by the Senator from Mississippi, | 
{Mr. Davrs,] the other day. Lieutenant Hart- |! 
suff was wrecked on the steamer Lady Elgin, | 
with some Government stores; and to make his 
account good he paid over to his successor about 
three hundred dollars, which this bill proposes 
to reimburse to him. | think there will be no ob- 
jection to it. 

There being no objection, the bill 6 No. 523) | 
for the relief of Lieutenant George L. Hartsuff, 
United States Army, was read a second time, | 
and considered as in Committee of the Whole. 
It directs the Secretary of War to pay to Lieu- 
tenant George L. Hartsuff, acting assistant com- 
missary of subsistence, United States Army, the 
sum of $3380, lost by wreck of steamer Lady El- 
gin, it being theamount of public funds he had in 
his possession while traveling under orders on 
board of that steamer, in the month of September, 
1860, which sum he subsequently paid over to 
his successor, in order to balance his accounts on 
the books of the Treasury Department. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 

MAJOR BENJAMIN ALVORD. 


Mr. LANE. I move to take up the bill (which 
remaincd unacted upon at the end of the last ses- 


master of the United States Army. It was re- 
ported by the Committee on Military Affairs, and 
its passage recommended. I suppose there will 
be no objection to it. 

“The motion was agreed to; and the bill (S. No. 
376) for the relief of Major Benjamin Alvord, 
paymaster United States Army, was read a sec- 
ond time, and considered as in Committece of the 
Whole. Itdirects the proper accounting officers of || 
the Treasury Department, in settling the accounts 
of Major Benjamin Alvord, paymaster United 
States Army, to credit him in the sum of $14,000, 
that being the amount of public moncy for which | 
he was accountable, lost by the shipwreck of the 
steamship Northerner, on the Sth January, 1860, 
near Cape Mendocino, California, it having been 
forwarded to him at Fort Vancouver, Washing- || 
ton Territory, by that vessel, by the assistant 
quartermaster at San Francisco. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment. | 

Mr. KING. Is there any report in the case? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There isa re- 
port. Is the reading of the report asked for? 

Mr. KING. Yes, sir. 

The Secretary read the report, from which it 
appears that on the 4th of January, 1860, the me- 
morialist delivered to Brevet Major Robert Allen, 
of the quartermaster’s department, at San Fran- 
cisco, in California, $14,000 in specie, to be trans- || 
ported through that department to Major Alvord, | 
at Vancouver, Washington Territory. Major | 
Allen turned this money over to Wells, Fargo & 
Co., for transportation, and they placed it on the 
steamer Northerner, W. L. Dall, master, which | 
left San Francisco the same day for the Columbia 
river. The treasure was in care of a faithful agent 
of the company, D. W. Barry. On the Sth of | 
January 1860, the Northerner was wrecked by 
striking a rock near Cape Mendocino, and the 


| 
| 


| 
| 


| money was lost, in despite of all the efforts of i's 
| custodian, Mr. Barry, who lost his life in his 


attempt to save these funds. These facts are sus- 
tained by the sworn testimony of Major Allen; by 
Samuel Knight, an agentof Wells, Fargo & Co.,; 
and by Captain Dall, master of the steamer. The 
committee were fully satisfied that the money was 

lostinthe manner stated; that the utmost exertions || 
were made to save it; that no part of it has been || 
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| years, and is very much in want. 


| ported on favorably by them. 
| objection to it. 
grounds for relief. I hope the Senate will indulge 


183 


recovered, there being no insurance against the 
dangers of the sea; and that Major Alvord, the 
memorialist, is free from all blame in connection 
therewith; and they therefore reported a bill for 
his relief. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


W. IL. VESEY. 

Mr. SUMNER. Lask the Senate to take up 
the bill (S. No. 463) for the relief of William H. 
Vesey. Itis very similar in character to that on 
which we have just acted. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill (S. No. 


|| 463) for the relief of William H. Vesey was reada 


second time and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. ftauthorizes the proper accounting offi- 
cers of the Treasury to examine the evidence to be 


|| <r before them by or on behalf of William 


1. Vesey, late consul ofthe United Statesat Havre, 


| in France, in regard to an alleged loss of $1,518 


deposited by him onaccount of the fees of his con 


| sular office, belonging to the Government of the 


United States, in the banking-house of Messrs. 


| Greene & Co., of Paris, lost by their default, and 
| paid by him into the Treasury of the United States; 


and upon the production of proof satisfactory to 
them thatthe loss wasactually sustained agalleged, 
and through no want of care upon the part of the 
depositor, it is to be the duty of the Secretary of 
the ‘Treasury to reimburse and repay to William 
H. Vesey, or his legal representatives, a sum not 


| exceeding $1,518, with interest thereon from the 
| date when the loss shall appear to have oceurred; 
| but he or his legal representatives, before repay- 


ment of the loss, are to execute and deliver to the 
proper officer of the Government a sufficient trans- 
fer and assignment, for the benefit of the United 
States, of all claim, at law or in equity, which he 
may have upon the said banking-house of Greene 
& Co., of Paris, or its representatives, on account 
of the loss alleged to have been sustained by him 
by reason of their default. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


ELIZA A. MERCHANT. 


Mr. ILVERSON. I move that the Senate take 
up the bill of the House (No. 436) for the relief 
of Mrs. Eliza A. Merchant, widow of the late 
first Lieutenant and Brevet Captain Charles G 
Merchant, of the United States Army, which has 
been reported from the Committee on Pensions 
I make this motion, because I understand it is a 
very meritorious case. The lady is advanced in 
The bill has 
passed the House of Representatives, and been 
examined by a committee of this body, and re- 
There can be no 
1 understand it presents strong 


me, and the friends of the bill, in taking it up. 
It will occupy but little time. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to con 


| sider the bill (H. R. No. 436) for the relief of 


Mrs. Eliza A. Merchant, widow of the late first 
Lieutenant and Brevet Captain Charles G. Mer- 
chant, of the United States Army. It directs ‘the 


Secretary of the Interior to place the name of 


Eliza A. Merchant on the pension list, at the rate 


| of fifteen dollars per month, to commence on the 
| 4th day of March, 1860, and continue during her 


life. 

The Committee on Pensions reported the bill 
with two amendments: in line five, to strike out 
** fifteen,’’ and insert ‘* twenty-five;”’ and in line 


| eight, to strike out the word * life,’’ and insert 


‘* widowhood,’’ so that the bill will read: 


Be it enacted, &c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, 
and he is hereby, directed to place the name of Eliza A. 
Merchant on the pension list, at the rate of twenty-five 
dollars per month, to commence on the 4th day of March, 
1860, and continue during her widowhood. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is the Senate 
ready for the question on the first amendment re- 
ported by the committee ? 

Mr. KING. If there is a report in the case, | 
should like to hear it read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The reading 
of the report is asked for. It will be read. 

The Secretary read the report made to the 


| House of Representatives on the 23d of March, 


1860, by Mr. Berrinton, from the Committee on 
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Military Affairs, from which it appeared that the 
petitioner, on behalf of herself and child, claims a 
pension for the reason that ber Lusband, the late 
First Lieutenant and Brevet Captain Charles G. 
Merchant, died in the military service of the Uni- 
ted States, at Pascagoula, Missi sippl, on the 4h 
of Sepu mber, 1855.) The peuilioner alleges that 
her husband, Lieutenant Mer: hant, graduated at 
the United States Military Academy at West 
Pomt on the 30th day of June, 1843, and was pro- 
moted to brevet second lieutenant in the eighth 
regiment United States infantry Juiy 1, 1843; chat 
he served during the war with the Mexican repub- 
lic, and was brevetted first heutenantS ple mnber 
8, 1847, for gallant did meritorious conductat the 
battle of Molino del Rey, and brevet captain Sep- 
tember 13, 1847, for gallant and meritorious con- 
ductat the battle of Chepultepec; andon lis retarn 
from Mexico he was ordered to Texas, and inan 
affair with Indians May 20, 1850, was severely 
wounded, from which he never fully recovered; 
in April, 1858, he was ordered to East Pascagoula, 
Mississippi. The tesumony of J.J. B. Wright, 
surgeon United States Army, and John F. Ran- 


States Army, both strongly corroborate the state- 
ment of the petitioner, that the wound alluded to 
was the,cause of his death. The Commissioner 
of Pensions, in a letter to the committee dated 
January 2, 1857, says: “If the committee are of 
opinion, from the medical testimony, that his 
death was hastened by the wound, the claim of 
ihe widow to a pension would seem to be as mer- 
itorious as some others which have been allowed 
by special act.’’? It is also disclosed by the Com- 
missioner of Pensions that Charles G, Merchant 
was a first lieutenant at the time of his death. 
The committee, after acareful examination of the 
testimony, were of opinion that the death of Licu- 
tenant Charles G. Merchant was hastened by a 
wound received in a battle with Indians May 20, 
1850, and that the application of Mrs, Eliza A. 
Merchant, his widow, is worthy the favorable 
considvration of ¢ : 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the firstamendment reported by the commit- 
tee, to strike out ** fifteen ’’ and insert ** twenty- 
five.’’ 

Mr. GRIMES. I desire to suggest to members 
of the Senate present that there ts a principle pre- 
posed to be changed by this umendment; that is, 
a principle that has been acted upon by the Sen- 
ate heretofore. It has been the practice to grant 


Ngress 


to widows of officers of the Army half pay; that | 


is, one half the pay to which the officer was entitled 
at the time of his decease. This amendment, I 


believé, proposes to grant to the widow the half | 


vay of a brevet captain whilst he was only a 
Rcaaeets in the line, and was only drawing the 
pay ofalieutenant. ‘The amendment now before 
the Senate is, to increase her half pay from fifteen 
dollars a month, or sixteen dollars and sixty-six 
cents itought to be, to wwenty-five dollars. If it 
is to be the rule hereafter that the widows of ofii- 
cers of the Army shal! draw the half pay of the 
rank of their husbands if they were full captains, 
or if they held office in the line to which they 
have been brevetted, thenitts right that we should 
adept this amendment. | have nothing further 
to add, except that I desire this question to be 
settled, so that the Committee on Pensions may 
understand what is to be the view of the Senate 
hereafter in its action; whether we are to give to 


widows of officers the half pay of their brevet | 


rank or of their rank in the line. It has been 
hitherto the latter. This amendment proposes 
to change that rule. 

Mr. CHANDLER. What was his pay atthe 
time of his death? 

Mr. GRIMES. He wasa licutenantand brevet 
captain; and this amendment proposes to give his 
widow the half pay of a captain. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER 
is on the t 


amendment repocted fy the cammittece 
¢ I: ‘ > ? ‘ 29 
Tue amendment was re; io 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
now ts on the second amendment reported by ue 
committee, which proposes to strike out the werd 
life’? and to insert the word ** widowhood.’’ 
Mr. IVERSON. I wiil merely suggest to th: 
Senate that it would be better not to concur in that 
amendment, because it would take the bill back io 


The question | 


the House. Sheisa very old woman, and whether | 
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the pension 1s granted to her for life or widow- 
hood, is a matter of no consequence, as she will 
never get married again. Let the pension be for 
life. [hope the Senate will disagree to that amend- 
ment, aud let the bill pass as it came from the 
House. 

The amendment was rejected. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


ADJOURNMENT FOR CIIRISTMAS. 
Mr. MASON. To-morrow being a holiday, ! 


suppose that the Senate would desire to adjourn 
over until the following day; and with the assent 


of the body, I move that when the Senate adjourns | 


to-day, it adjourn to meet on Wednesday next. 
The motion was agreed to. 
MESSAGE FROM THE IHOUSE. 
A message from the Elouse of Representatives, 
by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announced that the 
House had passed a bill (No. 467) granting a 


pension to Eliza Reeves, in which the concurrence || 


of the Senate was requested. 
ADMISSION OF KANSAS. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foster.) | 


The Chair will state that, by a vote of the Senate, 


to-day at one o’clock was assigned specially for || 
| the consideration of the bill (IJ. R. No. 23) for | 
That 


the admission of Kansas into the Union. 
hour has not yet arrived; but as there seems to 
be no other business before the Senate, the Chair 
will announce the fact; and he will further state, 
that that special order would be superseded by the 
joint resolution proposing amendments to the 


Constitution of the United States, that being the | 


unfinished business of Friday; and that, unless 
objection be made, the Chair will now take up 


| ca ; -. : 
the joint resolution (S. No. 48) proposing amend- 


/ ments to the Constitution of the United States, || 


| opinion of the Chair. 


on which the Senator from Tennessee [Mr. Nicu- 
eLson] is entitled to the floor. 


Mr. COLLAMER. If Lunderstand the ruling 


of the Chair, it is that the special order, being the 
bill for the admission of Kansas, is superseded 
by the unfinished business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Itis so inthe 
that to be the practice of the Senate. e 

Mr. COLLAMER. I desire to inquire of the 
Chair what becomes of this special order? 

The PRESIDENG OFFICER. It will be the 
next business in order after the resolution, which 


is the unfinished business of Friday, shall have 


been disposed of. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I desire to know whether 
it will stand of its own right, superseding other 
business, on the disposition of that? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It would, in 
the opinion of the Chair, be the business next in 
order after the expiration of the morning hour 
each day. 


Mr.COLLAMER. Experienced Senators sug- 


| gest to me that probably there is some misappre- 


hension about the effect of passing over this spe- 
cial order. 


| gentieman who has the floor the opportunity of 
, addressing the Senate; but I desire that something 


may be done in relation to this Kansas bill which 
shall keep it from being overslaughed. ve hour 
hall keep it f being overslaughed. If the} 
runs out for this without our proceeding with it, 
it may he gone entirely. 

Mr. GREEN. I will suggest to the Senator, 
that this isa special order, and it remains as a 


| special order; and the oldest special order is al- 


ways the one to be called up, unless there is some | 


unfinished matter on the table; and it will retain 
its place as the oldest special order. 

Mr. COLLAMER. This being made a special 
order, as I understood, at one o’clock, supersedes 
all preyious special orders, until thisis put out of 
the way in some way. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I think the Chairis unter 

misapprehension as to wh Hoon the ruling 
of the Senate on this point. My recollection is 
different from that of the Chair. We have dis- 
cussed this matter once or twice, and my recol- 


| lection is that a special order fora particular hour 


comes up, Hotwithstanding the Senate may have 
adjourned upon unfinished business the day pre- 
vious. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. With the per- 
mission of the Senator from Illinois, the Chair 


The Chair understands || 


I do not wish to take away from the | 
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will state that that is the opinion of the Chair, gu, 
it becomes his duty to name the special poe a 
that hour; tocallitup, but to suggest, at the same 
time, that the unfinished business of the day |,.. 
fore takes the precedence, according to the practice 
of the Senate. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Begging the pardon of 1), 
Chair, | think the practice is quite the rey, ian 
and the unfinished business does not take pre a 
dence, but we mu t get rid of the special ord: rin 
order to get up the unfinished business. That has 
becn my understanding. Otherwise, business one. 
commenced would be progressed with until it was 
finished. My understanding is, that when a spo. 
cial order is fixed fora particular day and hour 
| the first special order at that day and hour comes 
|, up, even if the Senate is engaged on business at 
{| the time. 

' 


rat 


Whenever the hour arrives, the Pro. 
siding Officer arrests the speaker on the flooy and 
calls up the special order; and if he would do xo 
atihat time, though a person were upon the floor 
addressing the Senate, it seems to me surely that 
the fact that there was unfinished business of a 
| previous day would not crowd out the special 
order, 
| The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair wil 
have the rule read, which, in his opinion, controls 
the matter. ‘ 
The Secretary read the 15th rule, as.follows: 

* 15. The unfinished business in which the Senate was 
| engaded at the last preeeding adjournment shall have tye 
preserence in the special orders of the day.” 

Mr. COLLAMER. Has the unfinished byusi- 
| ness, to which the Chair has called our attention, 
| ever been made the special order of the day? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. | Ithas not, ac- 
cording to the recollection of the Chair. 

Mr. FOOT. Let the 31st rule be read. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

“31. When the hour shall have arrived for the consider- 
ation of a special order, it shail be the duty of the Chair to 

take up such special order, and the Senate shall proceed to 
consider it, unless it be postponed by vote of the Senate 

* When two or mors subjeets shall have been specially 

assigned for consideration, they shall take precedence ac 
| cording to the order of time at whieh they were severally 
| assigned, and such order shall at no tine be lost or changed 
| except by the direction of the Senate. 
| When two or more subjects shall have been assigned 

for the same hour, the subject first assigned for that hour 
shall take precedence 3 but special orders shaii always have 
|| precedence of general orders, unless such special orders 
shall be postponed ky direction of the Senate. 

“Special orders shall not lose their position en account 
of iniervening adjourniments ; nor shall they lose their rel- 
ative position on the Calendar, except by vote of the Scuate, 
until finally disposed of.” 

Mr. COLLAMER. Now, Mr. President, | 
understand that the subject-matter unfinished at 
the adjournment was not a special order, wid 
never has been at all. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. If it were, it is not an 
older special order than thise 

Mr. COLLAMER It is not a special order 
at all. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The hour of 
one o’clock having now arrived, it is the duty of 
the Chair to call up the bill for the admission of 
Kansas into the Union, which, by a vote of the 
Senate, was made the special order for this day at 
one o’clock. That bill is now before the Senate. 

Mr. MASON. I presume we can test the 
sense of the Senate upon the construction of the 
rule. My experience in the Senate has been, 
that the unfinished business of the day preceding, 
under the 15th rule, is the first business prop- 
erly before the Senate at one o’clock on the suc- 
ceeding day, unless by a vote of the Senate it Is 
ordered otherwise. That has been the practice, 
I think; and, if the Chair decides otherwise, l 
should like to have the opinion of the Senate 
upon it. 

Mr. FITZPATRCK. I know there has bee n 
/some diversity of opinion as to the effet of the 
two rules which have been read; but I think te 
general practice has been that the unfinish dh si 
ness takes precedence over any speveial orders ane 
therefore, in my opinion, the Chair w 
his first ruling, in stating that it became fis 6! 
to announce that the special order was se! for 
| pariicular time, but, at the same Unie, to sir 
| precedence to the unfinished business, if the Se n- 
ate adjourned without closing it. 1 think Uist 
1) has been the uniform ruling, so far asimy know! 

edge extends, both of the Vice President and ot 

the various chairmen who have presided tempo- 
i! rarily in his absence. If there had been no ub- 
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finished business to-day, the bill to which the 
< ator from Vermontalludes would be the busi- 
cg first in order; and the fact that the unfin- 
d business was not made a special order pre- 
aus to its being taken up by the Senate, makes 
wo diterence. If a bill is taken up and is undis- 
eed of by the Senate, and the body adjourns 
aD wit, then, under the determination always put 
yoon these rules, it becomes unfinished business, 
and entitled to pre cedence on the succeeding day. 
| know itis repeatedly the case, that Senators 
having charge of particular business, who are 


) 
Wills 


sh 


raxious that it shall not be overridden, call it up 
‘ust before the Senate adjourns, so that they may 
vave it in order the next day as the first business 
tone o’clock. After the unfinished business 
shall have been disposed of, either by being fin- 
shed, or by being postponed, or by being laid 


aside in any other way, then the special order of | 
which the Senator from Vermont speaks becomes | 


the first business in order, and so on. Since | 
nave been connected with the chair, [ think it 
has been held that all unfinished business upon 
which the Senate adjourned takes precedence over 
all special orders, It has certainly been my con- 
struction, 


“Mr. COLLAMER. 


Pa 


Mr. MASON. If the Senator will allow me, 


the suggestion was made by the Senator from 
| Missouri, and I think acquiesced in by the Sen- 
ate, that he would not insist on the question of 


order, provided the Senator from Tennessee was 
allowed to have the floor on this bill. The Sen- 
ator from Vermont, I presume, did not so under- 


| stand it. 


Mr. COLLAMER. I did not so understand it. 
Mr. MASON. If thatbe the fact, | must insist 


on the question of order and the vote of the Sen- 
ate. 


Mr. COLLAMER. 


I do not know that it will 


| make any difference. Were I to take the floor on 


It is true that there was a | 
erjod when, perhaps, the practice was exactly || 
peu ’ t 


as stated by the honorable Senator from Alabama; | 


but the 31st rule was made to obviate and settle 
this very difficulty. That is a new rule inserted 
on a revision of our rules, within the last two or 

years. The effect of the principle which 
the gentleman states, that the unfinished business 
would take precedence of all special orders, would 


the Kansas bill and urge its passage, the gentle- 


man from Tennessce might take the floor imme- | 


diately following me, and make his remarks. It 
probably amounts to the same thing On that 
suggestion, I will not insist on the floor now, if 


the gentleman wishes to take it on the bill, but 


will permit him to do so. 


Mr. NICHOLSON. Mr. President, I took the | 


floor the other day with no expectation that the 
bill for the admission of Kansas would be the 


question for consideration by the Senate. An- | 


other question, however, somewhat germane to | 


it in the views which I shall present, was expected 
to be before the Senate. The remarks which I 
shall make, though they will not be directed par- 
ticularly to the propriety or impropriety of the 
admission of Kansas, will have a bearing upon 


| one of the consequences of that admission—the 
| Increase in the number of free States. [shall there- 
_ fore proceed to pursue the line of argument in 


to deprive this body of the power of making || 


ny special order which would be at all effective, 


there were any business which remained under | 


discussion for a Jong period. In that condition 
of things, the Senate could take up nothing. If 
they made a bill a special order ever so many 
ws, so long as any unfinished business contin- 
Lon the table, though it was itself never a spe- 

lorder at all, it would overrule them all, and 
supersede all power in the Senate to make any 
special orders that would have any effect; and as 
eve is no mode of putting an end to debate by 
wr rules, everything might be superseded, and 
that forever, by the unfinished business. 
$Ist rule was made for the very purpose of giving 
i diferent direction to business, and securing pre- 
cedence to the special orders over everything else, 


The | 


| patiently, and with an ardent desire to ascertain what was | 


reference to the present crisis in our country, 
which f had designed pursuing before this change 
in the order of business. 

In the course of the speech delivered by the 
Senator from Ohio, [Mr. Wape,] the other day, 
he made the following remarks: 

“I have listened to the complaints on the other side 


| the particular difficulty under which they were laboring. 


Many of those who have supposed themselves aggrieved 
have spoken; but | confess that Lam now totally unable 


} to understand precisely what it is of which they com- 


in the order in which they are so made, when the || 
time comes for which they were assigned. When | 


that time arrives, it is made the duty of the Chair 


to call them up, that they may have precedence, | 


unless the Senate order otherwise. I am not now 
talking about a contest between two special orders; 
butthe subject of this unfinished business was 
never made a special order at all. This bill has 
been made so; and I suppose some others, in due 
time, will come up in the same way. Now, I say 
that the 31st rule was made for the very purpose 
of euabling the Senate to make special orders that 
would come up at’the hour fixed, notwithstand- 
ug any unfinished business. 

Mr. GREEN. I think the Senator from Ver- 
mont is clearly right if these resolutions were 
vever made the special order; but, to obviate all 
difieulty, | suggest that, by common consent, we 
take up the Kansas question, and let the Senator 
fron Tennessee proceed on that just as well as 
on the other, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill which 
the Chair announced at one o’clock, which is the 
oul for the admission of Kansas into the Union, 
ishow before the Senate, and, in the opinion of 
the Chair, it will require a vote of the Senate to 
displace that and bring forward anything else. 
That is the question now before the Senate—the 
bill (H. R. No. 23) for the admission of Kansas 
ito the Union—subject, of course, to the control 
of the Senate in relation to giving any other ques- 
lion preeedenee aver it. 
Mr. NICHOLSON, 
Ule Senate ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill for 
the almission of Kausas. 


M .COLLAMER, Who has the floor on that 


What is the bill before 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


pr sent, 


Mr. COLLAMER. I take it. I wish to speak 
On that bill, 


No one at 


plain.’ 

And further on, the same Senator said: 

* But what has caused this great excitement? Sir, I 
will tell you what I suppose itis. [do not (and I say it 
frankly) so much blame the people of the South; because 
they believe, and they are led to believe by all the inform- 
ation that ever comes before them, that we, the dominant 
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Republican party are our mortal enemies, and, 
believing that, he does not think we are so much 
to blame; but in the next breath he says we be- 
lieve this upon unfounded information; that we 
listen to none but the mortal enemies of the Re- 
ysublican party at the North, and that we will not 
vear that party itself. L suppose the Senator 
alludes to those in the North as mortal enemies 
who stand opposed to the Republican party. As 
a matter of course, he embraces within this desig- 
nation the Democratic party of the North. While 
I freely concede that he is right in saying that we 
of the South believe his party our mortal enemies, 
I deny that that conviction is made on our minds 
from information, either true or false, derived ex- 
clusively or mainly even, from our friends of the 
North. 

We have for them the highestappreciation. In 
regard to them it is my pleasure to say, that in 
the South we have for years confided in them as 
faithful friends and true patriots. We have re- 
garded them as standing as a barrier between our 
rights and interests and the aggressions of our 


, enemies; and but for their faithful and efficient 


exertions and devotion to the constitutional rights 
of all sections, this crisis which is now upon us 
would have come years ago. It would at least 
have come in 1856. My only regret is that they 
have not been able still to stem the current of sec- 
tionalism and fanaticism that has overwhelmed 
them and brought full to our view the terrors of 
a dissolving Union. Whatever may come in the 
future—though this Union may be dissolved; 
though we may separate into twe confederacies— 
there is one thing that will always be remembered 
by southern men; and that is the fidelity and 


_ bravery and disinterestedness with which north- 
ern men have stood by and sustained and defend- 


ed our rights, until the power of sectionalism has 
at last crushed them down. 

But, Mr. President, it is true, as assumed by 
the Senator from Ohio, that there does exist in 
the South a deep and wide-spread conviction that 
the Republican party is the mortal enemy of the 
instituuions and rights of the South. That con- 


viction, as | have said, does not arise from the 
| misrepresentations, as some have said, of north- 
j ern national men, of whatever party, but it has 


| ble sources. 


purty to day, who have just seized upon the reins of this || 
Government, are their mortal enemiess and stand ready to | 


trample their institutions under foot. They have been told 
so by our enemies atthe North. Their misfortune, or their 
fault, is that they have lent a too easy ear to the insinua 

tions of those who are our mortal enemies, while they 


| would not hear us.” 


And again, in the same speech, the Senator 


said: 


| intends to do something wrong. 


‘* Now, what do you complain of? You are going to break 


up this Government; you are going to involve us in war | 
and blood, from a mere suspicion that we shall justify that | 


which we stad everywhere pledged not to do. Would 
you be justified in the eyes of the civilized world in taking 
sO monstrous a position, and predicating it on a bare, 
groundless suspicion 2”? 

I: seems, then, Mr. President, that this gloom 
which hangs over the country, and which is seen 
and felt by us all, and freely admitted by the Sen- 
ctor himself, has no better foundation, in his esti- 
mation, than the groundless suspicion that the 
party soon to take possession of the Government 
Is it possible 
that this feeling which pervades the whole coun- 
try; which manifests itself in all our intercourse; 
which is seen in the countenances of all men; and 
which indicates the fearful looking for of some sad 
calamity that is about to befall the country, is only 
the result of an idle delusion? Is it possible that 
this wide-spread, disastrous, pecuniary and com- 


mercial revulsion that has taken place; this de- | 
| struction of private and public credit which within 


the last sixty days has diminished the actual value 
of the estates of men in thiscountry from twenty- 


| five to fifty per cent., is tt possible, I say, that 
| all these consequences, these apprehensions, these 


|| dangers, are the frutis of an idle, baseless, ground- 


| less suspicion on the partof southern men? If tt 


be so, then it becomes us all with promptness and 
fairness and candor, at once to relieve the country 
from so strange and so ruinous a delusion. 

3ut, while the Senator can find no better ground 
for this wide-spread feeling of alarm and danger, 
he concedes that southern men are not so much 
to blame. He concedes that we believe that the 


Been produced by stubborn facts, and by inform- 
ation derived from the most authentic and relia- 
It comes from the leading men of 
the Republican party; from their speeches made 
here and elsewhere; from the acts of their Leyisla- 
tures; fromall the sources, authentic and reliable, 
from which the truth as to public sentiment is to 
be ascertained. Among those from whom, and 


| by whom, this conviction has been produced on 


the southern mind, there are few, if any, who 
have contributed more than the Senator from Ohio 
himself. Elis own speeches here and elsewhere 
have made the impression at the South that, so 
far as his opinions are concerned, (and we regard 
him as a representative man,) that portion of the 
northern people represented in senument by him, 
are our mortal enemies. The people of the South 
know the characters of the leading men of the 
North of all parties. I tell the distinguished Sen- 
ator from Ohio that in the South we regard him 
hot only as a representative man, as a slroig- 
minded man, but a bold, blunt, brave man; aman 
of candor; and when he speaks, when he tells 
the country that there is now ‘really no union 
between the North and the South;”’ thatthere isa 
** bitter rancor’’ of feeling existing between the two 
sections that does not characterize the feeling ex- 
isting between any other two foreign Govern- 


ments; when he says that ** the only salvation of 


ee ; en ? 
| this Union is to be found in divesting tt entirely 


from all taint of slavery, what are we to infer but 
that he and those whose opinions he represents 
are the mortal enemies of interests and rights with 
which our lives and our happiness and our all are 


identified ? 


1 have alluded, Mr. President, to the evidence 
of a hostile feeling in the North against the South 
furnished by the Senator from Ohio, because be 
has assumed that the only evidence on which 
southern mind relies for its convictions on this 
subject is derived from the enemies of Republi- 
canism in the North. [could pile up the pu 
iiy refutation of his remark, by referring to the 


| declarations of other representative and leading 
| men of the Republican party, in this body and in 
| the other House, and out of them; by referring to 
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the facilities well known to be constantly fur- 
nished to the free States for the escape of fugitive 
slaves; by referring to the difficulty and danger 
of executing the fugitive slave law; by referring 
to the statutes passed by many of the free State 
Legislatures for the acknowledged purpose of 
obstructing the successful execution of a plain 
obligation imposed by the Constitution; by refer- 
ring to the well-known fact that anti-slavery so- 
cieties are tolerated in the free States, when the 
avowed purposes of their association are to scatter 
incendiary publications through the South, tend- 
ing directly to the production of discontent, re- 
bellion, and insurrection among the slaves; but 
I forbear. It is only necessary to allude to the 
facts to repel the allegation of the Senator from 
Ohio, that our convictions as to the hostility of 
his party are unfounded, and based only cx the 
information derived from the enemies of his party 
in the North. 

But, Mr. President, without going outside of 
the most authentic sources of information, rely- 
ing upon no facts stated by the friends of the South 
at the North; but upon the acknowledged evi- 
dences furnished by the Republican party itself, I 
shall proceed to state, as briefly as possible, what 
I understand to be the complaints of the South 


Mr. President, in regard to the sentiments of a | 


majority of the northern people upon the subject 
of slavery as an abstract proposition, either mor- 
ally or politically, I presume there can be no di- 
versity of opinion. Looking to all the sources of 


information that are reliable, I understand these | 


propositions to present fairly the sentiment of the 
northern mind—I mean the prevailing sentiment— 
in reference to the subject of slavery: 

1. That slavery, as it exists in the southern 
States, is a moral as well as social and political 
evil. 

2 That the owners and their slaves are created 
equal; that they are endowed alike with the in- 
alienable rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness; and that to secure these rights equally 
to both governments are instituted, deriving their 
just power from the consent of the governed. 

3. That as the owners and their slaves are 
created equal, the former cannot rightfully acquire 
or hold dominion over, or property in, the lattey 
without his consent. 

Now, Mr. President, these [I understand to be 
the prevalent sentiments of the northern mind in 
reference to the question of slavery, viewed either 
socially, morally, or politically. These senti- 
ments have prevailed from the beginning of the 
Government. They have characterized no par- 
ticular sect or party prior to the year 1856. I 
make no complaint against the entertaining by 
northern men of those opinions. Under the free- 
dom of speech and the freedom of conscience, they 
have a full and perfect right to entertain these 
epinions. Itis no cause of quarrel between us 
and them. On the other hand, we of the South 
entertain directly antagonistic opinions as matters 
of conscience and as matters of political opinion, 
on each one of these propositions. We claim the 
right under the same high sanction to entertain 
these opinions, and we say that it is no cause of 
quarrel, and should be none. 

These opinions, Mr. President, prevailed, as we 
all know, in the convention that framed our Gov- 
ernment. There was precisely the same antag- 
onism then and there that exists to-day between 
the North and South on these questions; yet it 
was no cause of disruption; it was no cause of 
quarrel; it was no insuperable obstacle to the form- 
ation of this Government. Men who believed, 
as does the Senator from Ohio, that slavery is a 
moral, social, and political evil, in that conven- 
tion, sauctioned the Constitution, and labored for 
its adoption and ratification; yet in that Consti- 
tution we all know the legality and the rightful- 
ness of property in slaves are conceded in more 
than one clause; that it even goes the length of 
conceding the right to increase the number of 
slaves by new importations for twenty years. How 
can it be, then, that we who stand now in the 


same position, cannot settle these conflicting | 


opinions upon the same principle that they did? 
That principle was to leave every man to the en- 
joyment of his own conscientious opinion, and to 
require every man to agree that the Constitutian 
of the country is the supreme law of the land, and 


in the discharge of his obligations as a citizen, to 


yield to this supremacy of the Constitution. 


What we now complain of is, that in the year || 
1856 these questions, known to be questions of || plain, unmistakable words. What 
antagonism, morally and socially, if not politi- | plaint? It is that the majority of the peo 


cally, incapable of reconciliation between the | 
North and South, were seized upon by political 
leaders at the Northand incorporated as the basis, 
as the **central idea,’’ of a political association 
which, rising upon the strength of this prevail- 
ing sentiment at the North, has finally taken pos- 
session of the Government of the country. Mr. 


made at the Philadelphia convention, in 1856, 
when these propositions were incorporated as a 
a of the Republican platform. There was the 

irth of on »licanism, and there was the birth 
of organized sectionalism; its legitimate fruits are 
agitation, dissension, alienation, and, finally, dis- 
union, in some form or other. In my honest con- 
viction, there is to be found the true origin of 
disunionism, and there the real responsibility for 
that — 

Mr. President, I desire now to turn the atten- 
tion of the Senate to the Republican platform, for 
the purpose of showing that the surprise which is 
expressed here at the prevalence of the feeling of 
resistance in the South ought to have no exist- 
ence. The resolution in that platform to which 
I particularly refer is this: 

* Resolved, That, with our republican fathers, we hold 
it to be a self-evident truth that all men are endowed with 
the inalienable rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of hap- 
piness ; and that the primary object and ulterior designs of 
our Federal Government were to secure these rights to all 
persons within its exclusive jurisdiction ; that as our re- 
publican fathers, when they had abolished slavery in all our 
national territory, ordained that no person should be de- 
prived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of 
law, it becomes our duty to maintain this provision of the 
Constitution against all attempts to violate it for the pur- 
pose of establishing slavery in any Territory of the United 
States, by positive legislation, prohibiting its existence or 
extension therein. ‘That we deny the authority of Con- 
gress, of a Territorial Legislature, of any individual or as- 
sociation of individuals, to give Tegal existence to slavery 
in any Territory of the United States while the present 
Constitution shall be maintained.”’ 

There, Mr. President, in my estimation, is the 
incorporation into a political platform of prin- 


ciples which make up an issue between the North || 


and the South which I fear is wholly irreconcil- 
able. There is sectionalism in its length and 
breadth; and I regret to add, scctionalism largely 
impregnated with fanaticism. Who was the au- 
thor of that platform? I think I have seen it 
stated recently that a distinguished gentleman, 
late a member of Congress from Ohio, Mr. Gid- 
dings, claims the honor of having inserted this 
plank in the Republican platform. It is a plank 
in that platform worthy of that prominent man’s 
known Casale to southern institutions. He has 
succeeded in incorporating a principle which, 
sooner or later, must result in the destruction of 
our Federal system of government, unless we can 


return, in truth and in honesty, to the real senti- | 


ments and patriotism of our fathers who framed it. 

Mr. President, when the principle’ was incor- 
porated into the Republican platform, there was 
a distinguished citizen of the State of New York, 
then, or soon after, a candidate for the Presidency, 
whospoke wordsof warning on this subject which 
it will now be of use to recur to for more pur- 


poses than one—lI allude to Mr. Fillmore. In his | 
criticisms upon this party and its organization, | 


he stated in plain, simple, and few words, the 
truth, the whole truth, and the end of this sec- 
tional organization. Listen to him: 

** But we now sce a party organized in the North for the 


| first time selecting candidates tor Presideuat and Vice Pres- 


ident exclusively from the northern States, with the avowed 
intention of electing them to govern the South as well as 
the North.”’ 


And again: 


* The North is, beyond all question, the most populous, 
the most wealthy, and has the most voters ; and therefore 
has the power to inflict this injustice upon the South. But 


| We can best judge of its consequences by reversing the case. 


Suppose the South was the most populous,the most wealthy, 
and possessed the greatest number of cleectoral votes; and 
that it should declare that. for some fancied or real in- 
justice done at the North, it would elect none but a Pres- 


ident and a Vice President of slaveholders from the South | 


to rule overthe North: do you think, fellow-citizens, you 
would submit to this injustice? [* No!’ “Not!”?] No, 
truly you would not; but one universal ery of * no !°? would 
rend the skies! And can you suppose your southern breth- 
ren less sensitive Uian yourselves, or less jealous of their 
rights? It you do, let me tell you that you are mistaken ; 
and you must therefore perceive that the success of such a 
party, with such an object, must be’’-- 


What? 


**a dissolution of the Union.’ 


| 
President, the first fatal stab to this Union was 
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There, Mr. President, is the truth spoken jn 
is the com. 


, . re of one 
section ofthe Union, having the numerica power t 


| obtain possession of the Government, form thr). 

| selves into a political organization upon princi: “i 

thatexcludethe minoritysection from cooperat, 
for the purpose of governing that minority sec; 


n 
‘ys 


_ Thatis a species of dominion in this case eon, -. 
ed with the aggravating circumstances attend iy. 
| sectionalism, combined with fanaticism, that ,, 
| brave and high-minded people would long end), 

Hence Mr. Fillmore said truly, when this party 
was organized, and organized upon this | 
| sectional principle, that the necessary result of jr, 
| triumph would be a dissolution of the Uniny, 
| His words would have been verified in 1856, jy; 
for the brave and the successful exertions of thos» 
very northern men whom the Senator from Ohio 
regards as his mortal enemies. It was the mey 
of Pennsylvania and of New Jersey and of [)- 
diana cio Illinois who then averted the catas. 
trophe which hung over the country. Mr. [})- 
more’s seniiment was responded to throughout 
the whole South, and received asa declaration of 
patriotism that placed him high in the estimation 
of southernmen. It was responded to every wher, 

as a sentiment worthy gay wire Why? That 
he was a dissolutionist, a disunionist? No; }y 
that he saw that it was an act of despotism on tho 
part of the majority to adopt a principle or prin- 
ciples which necessarily made their organization 
sectional, necessarily excluded the minority from 
any actual participation in the Government, and 
held them, therefore, as mere subjects, in the event 
of the permanent triumph of that organization. 

Why can gentlemen express surprise at the 
state of things now existing, when we all know 
that precisely the same state of things would hay. 
occurred if the Republican party had been suc- 
cessful in 1856? The same ground which existed 
then exists now in a more aggravated form; for, 
in addition to the same platform substantially, the 
candidate placed upon it, in my estimation, makes 
| the triumph even more offensive than it would 
have been in 1856. 

Now, Mr. President, let us see what it is in 
this platform that is so offensive to the South; for 
the real foundation of our complaint isto be found 
here. Gentlemen of the North seem not to com- 
prehend this. ‘They even take up the idea thatit 
IS a Mere suspicion that some wrong may be done; 
some, that it is merely because we were defiated 
in the election; because we have lost our candi- 
dates; because we have failed in holding the Gov- 
| ernment which we have held so long, that we 
manifest such deep concern. I tell them, in all 
candor, that they are mistaken in this. If Mr. 
Lincoln had entertained opinions and stood upon 
a platform that did not, in our estimation, involve 
our final destruction—I mean the destruction of 
our southern interests and institutions—we should 
have acquiesced in his election as cheerfully asin 
that of any other man. What then, is it in this 
platform to which we take exception? Thi first 
thing is, that it recognizes the general principle 
that ALL men are created equal; and, in recogniz- 
ing this, asserts, as a fact, that Governments are 
made for the purpose of securing alike the rights 
of life and liberty and the pursuit of happiness to 
the slave and to his owner. That general pri- 
ciple, if applied in the States, would liberate four 
million slaves. This is a necessary deduction 
from the assertion of the principle of the equality 
of the two races. But the Republican party, | 
must do them the justice to say, do not in their 
platform make the application of this general prin- 
ciple to the States. They confine it to those 
places within which Congress has, according 0 
the platform of 1856, ** exclusive jurisdiction. 
Then, the position is this: you concede that '" 
the States we have a right-to enjoy this prop- 
| erty, and you profess to ‘be willing that this con- 
stitutional guarantee shall be maintained; ye's 
in so doing, you avow a principle to be applied 
to all other places within which Congress has 
jurisdiction, which principle fixes a stigma 0! 
every southern man who is the owner of a slave; 
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you had the power, it is fair to infer, you would 
apply,) would set free every slave of the South. 
! Without undertaking to say that this would b 
| done without regard to other consequences than 
| the loss of property, yet to a southern mind these 


which principle would, if applied, (and which,! 
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other consequences are so frightful, that when a 
party plants itself on a so alarming and 
cy destructive, if carried out into all its legitimate 
results, we can but feel that our security 1s small 
w » all we have to repose upon 1s the profes- 
ys of that party that it will regard our rights 
within the States, when the same party tells us 
rat mghts which we regard the same outside of 
the States, it intends to disregard. This party 
oromises us, as the inducement to our repose, that 
ur rights of property in slaves shall not be inter- 
fored with in the States, because the Constitution 
recognizes those rights. But they refuse to ex- 
rend that promise to our rights of property in 
aves outside of the States, although, upon the 
suthority of the high judicial tribunal of the coun- 
wry for deciding constitutional questions, we have 
oxactiy the same rights outside of the States, 
within the jurisdiction of the Federal Government, 

s the owners of any other species of property 
have. They concede our rights in the one case, 
because they are expressly recognized by the 
Constitution; =~ deny them in the other, and 
in so doing, repudiate the authoritative adjudica- 
tion of the Supreme Court. 

But, suppose this general principle be carried 


out within those places where Congress has ju- | 
risdiction: then it will be carried out in this Dis- | 
trict, for here Congress has jurisdiction; it will | 


be carried out in the forts and arsenals, for Con- 
cress there has jurisdiction; it will be carried out 
in the Territories, for Congress there has juris- 
Suppose a State makes application for 
admission into the Union with the recognition of 
slavery in its constitution: is not that another 

ise within your jurisdiction? And do you not 
stand, at least by implication from the principle 


diction. 


you assert, pledged to reject the admission of | 


such a State? 


These are vital points with southern men. Sup- | 
pose your party gets possession of both branches | 


of Congress: then, under this platform, and under 
your pledge to carry out this general principle of 
yours, What guarantee have we, what hope have 
we, that this District will not at once be visited 
with yourpower? And so of the forts and arsenals 
within the slave States. We know that in the 
‘Territories you wouldat once crect an impassable 
barrier. We believe that you would exclude 
every other slave State from the Union. Will 
my fair-minded man deny that these measures, 
a their practical consequences, work not only to 
e prevention of the spread of slavery, but to its 
final extinguishment in the States where it now 
exists? Will any candid man deny that these 
principles and measures are expected and intended 
vy the Republican party to resultin the universal 
emancipation of the slaves? 
But, Mr. President, while these measures, if 
irried out into practice under the feeling that 
you manifest, look, as we honestly believe, toa pe- 
riod when they will result naturally, legitimately, 
and necessarily, without any violence upon the 
Constitution, according to your mode of constru- 
ix it, in the final extinction of slavery,—a more 
ful aspect of the case is presented when itis re- 
membered that, without any violation of the Con- 
sutution, the operation of these measures is to 
swell the already formidable disparity between the 
two sections, by increasing the number of free 
States. The same power that will enable you to 
carry out these measurés will enable you to Smee 
the introduction of free States to the number that 
will enable you to adoptsuch amendments to the 
Constitution as your party may desire. Is it 


mate end of your organization, shall look to the 


period when you obtain the power to make these | 
amendments as the end of the institution of sla- | 


very? 
Mr. President, these, in my estimation, are the 
grounds on which the southern mind is now rest- 


ing, and wpon which the southern people have | 
come to the settled conviction that the election of | 


Mr. Lincoln to the Presidency, on the principles 
laid down in the Republican platform, is tanta- 
tount to a declaration of war against an institu- 
tion which, in the South, is identified with all our 
‘iterests, with all our happiness, with all our 
prosperity, socially, politically, and materially. 

‘iS IS Our Conviction, and this conviction is 
Svengthened when we turn to the antecedents, 
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ceeded in electing. Against him personally, I have 
not aword to say. He may be all that his friends 
represent him, and I shall not controvert it; but 
the point is, is he a fair representative in his an- 
Seinen of these principles and these measures 
which we look upon as threatening our institu- 
tions. When I turn to his record, I find a most 
remarkable coincidence in all respects between his 
penens as deliberately and frequently repeated 

y him, and the principle to which I have referred 
as constituting the ‘* central idea’’ of the platform 
of the Republican party. Upon a careful exam- 
ination of Mr. Lincoln’s sentiments, as declared 
again and again in his celebrated controversy, in 
1858, with Judge Dovetas, and other speeches of 
his published and relied upon by his friends in the 
late contest, in the volume which is before me, I 
come to the conclusion that he entertains these 
opinions: He hates slavery as much as an Abo- 
litionist hates it; he says so in so many words. 
He believes that the slave has the same right to 
be protected in his life, Liperty, and pursuit of 
happiness, as his owner. He believes that man 
cannot have property in man without his consent; 
thatis Mr. Lincoln’s ** central idea,’’ his ** sheet- 


| anchor’’ of Republicanism. He believes that sla- 


| your purpose. 


| of sectionalism now begins. 
strange to you that southern men, looking to the || 
inal catastrophe which they believe is the ulti- | 


very Is a social, moral, and political evil. He 
desires its ultimate extinction. He looks to the 
tepublican party to adopt and carry out such a 
policy, not inconsistent with the Constitution as 
he construes it, as will induce the public mind to 
repose on the conviction that slavery will be 
finally extinguisbed. He believes that such a pol- 
icy is compatible with the continued existence of 
the Federal Union. He believes the Constitution 
can be so construed, administered, and executed, 
that it will be, if not the instrument, at least no 
obstruction to the final extinction of slavery. 
Now, Mr. Fresident, in the triumph of the Re- 
publican party they have placed in the presidential 
chair a President who entertains these views, in 
strict accordance, I agree, with the principles and 
sentiments which characterize his party. In all 
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seriousness and carnestness, I ask gentlemen on | 


the other side if it is surprising that the southern 
mind is moved, is disturbed, is alarmed at the tri- 
umph of a party entertaining these opinions and 
at the election of a candidate avowing these senti- 
ments? 


The whole import and purport, therefore, of 


yourtriumph is plainly this: that you have formed 
and intend to perpetuate a political organization 
which must, from its principles, be confined to one 
section, and that the stronger section, with the 
avowed purpose of so construing and administer- 
ing the Constitution as finally to extinguish the 
institutionof slavery. You have the voting power 
to carry out your principles; | mean you have the 
voting power in the North, and you have suc- 
ceeded in combining that power into a political 
organization, and you have taken the first great 
steps towards the ultimate accomplishment of 
You have secured the executive 
department of the Government; you have the 
whole power and patronage of that Department, 
with its millions upon millions of dollars, for the 
next four years. Is it, then, surprising, | again 
ask, with all these facts, that the southern mind 
is disturbed; that the question of disunion is agi- 
tated; that the question of secession is the great 
absorbing question of the day? 

Mr. President, what Mr. Fillmore referred to 
as the great point of danger of this organization, 
we have now to look full in the face. The reign 
Under the perma- 
nent dominion of the Republican party, what is 
the condition of the South? Suppose she con- 
tinues to send her representatives here: what is 
hercondition? She is nominally represented; ac- 
tually, she is without representation. She has no 
voice in electing the Executive—none that is 
counted; none that is potent. She has no voice 
in making the law; for if this sectional majority 
chooses to combine in the enactment of laws as 
it does in the election of a President, though every 
southern State is here represented and casts its 
vote, that vote does not weigh a feather in the 
enactment of any law, or in the prevention of its 
enactment. In view of consequences like these, 
and the commencement of areign of political sec- 
tionalism, rendered doubly terrible from its con- 
nection with religious fanaticism, I am amazed 
that gentlemen on the other side, with cool indif- 


oliate. : i| -. eae 
politically, of the candidate whom you have suc- |! ference, express their inability to understand why 
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suvuthern men manifest so much uneasiness and 
so much concern, and meet us with no disposition 
to aid in promoting any measure for averung the 
calamities that threaten our country. 

We are asked to repose quietly, because the 
President elect is said to be a conservative man. 
I do not believe he intends to violate the Consti- 
tution, as he construes it; but where is the neces- 
sity of his violating it?) The measures that he 
proposes to carry out,and that party stand pledged 
to carry out, require no violation of the Constitu- 
tion, as they construe that instrums nt, for their 
ultimate success, It is only a matter of time. 
The end may be hastened under the administra- 
tion of a fanatical President, and a fanatical Con- 
gress, or it may be delayed with a more consery- 
ative President and Congress; but the result is 
fixed; it is inevitable. Mr. Lincoln desires to 
place this Government in a condition in which the 


| public mind will repose upon the conviction that 


the institution of slavery is finally to be extun- 
guished. What sort of appeal is that to southern 
men, Whose interests and happiness are idenufied 
with this institution? What sort of appeal is it 
to those men in the extreme South, where not 
only all they have is identified with this institu- 
tion and is involved in it, but where the lives of 
themselves and their families are constantly liable 
to be destroyed and sacrificed by some misguided 
fanatic or monomaniac, who, feeling restive and 
unwilling to await the slow process of the Repub- 


'lican mode of liberating the slaves, chooses to 


resort to the torch and to insurrection? Is it not 
a most astonishing appeal to make to them, to 
say to them, ** We expect you to repose quietly 
upon the conviction that in five years, ten years, 
twenty years, or thirty years, all that you have 
is to be swept away ?”’ 

Repose is the great object desired by the South. 
It is essential to the peace, happiness, and pros- 
perity of her people. ‘To them the’constant agi- 
tation of the slavery question is full of danger. It 
was to secure repose that the South sought for 
years, and with earnestness, to secure the recog- 
nition of congressional non-intervention as the 
established policy of the country. Although this 
principle has been declared by the Supreme Court 
to be the true intent and meaning of the Consti 
tution, we have failed to secure repoge, becduse 
the Republican party repudiated that solemn ad- 
judication, and resolved to continue the agitation 
of the question until its reversal could be secured. 
We can never have repose until the right to hold 
slaves as other property is placed beyond diseus- 
sion and agitation. This can only be accom- 
plished by an express constitutional recognition 
of that right. It is for that reason that the South 
now demends this express recognition as a peces- 
sary condition to a final and satisfactory settle- 
ment of the issue between the North and the 
South, and to the preservation and perpetuation 
of the Federal Union. 

Without going outside of your platform und 
the declarations of your President elect, we find 
ample justification for the feeling now pervading 
the southern States. Under a solemn conviction 
that the permanent ascendency of a purely sec- 
tional organization, looking necessarily, by its 
principles, though carried out without violation 
of the letter of the Constitution, to the overthrow 
of our domestic institutions and the revolutioniz- 
ing of all our social relations, the sentiment is 
largely, overwhelmingly predominantin the south- 

| ern States that nothing short of full and explicit 
and unalterable constitutional guarantees can avert 
| a disruption of the Confederacy. I admit that 
| there are some who, while they deprecate the 
result of the election as a fearful calamity, yet, 
from their ardent devotion to the Union and their 
dread of the sad consequences of its dissolution, 
are willing to acquiesce so far as to wait for some 
| open act of aggression on the part of the new Ad- 
ministration. I confess that I do not look for dan- 
ger so much in open aggressions as the insidious 
and covert attacks upon our rights. According 
to my information and observation, this portion 
of the southern people constitutes a meager mi- 
nority. No State in the Confederacy has been 
more conservative in its sentiments or more earn- 
estly attached to the Federal Union than that 
| which [ represent in part. ‘To a just, constitu- 
tional Union that attachment is as ardent and as 
earnest to-day as itever was. but the late elec- 
| tion has been followed by the wide-spread con- 
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viction that the principles on which the Repub- 
lican party (iamphed are incompatible with the 
continued existence ofa just,constitutional Union; 
and hence, inimy judgment, the sentiment that ts 
predomimant tn that State is, that new guarantees 
for the future, to be ingrafted on the Constitution, 
and to be unalterable, explicitly recognizing, 
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them to delay the final consummation of their se- 


| cession movements until our appeal to the north- | 


ern people can have a response. 
Our extreme southern brethren disagree with 


, us as to the best mode of meeting the crisis. I 
/ am willing to believe that all of us are aiming at 


among others, the principles as to the rights of || 


property in slaves announced by the Supreme 
Court, in the late Dred Scottease, as the supreme 
law of the land, must be obtained, or that a sacred 
regard for the consttutional rights of her people 
will impel a majority of them to demand a sever- 
ance of her connection with a Union which will 
then have ceased to be entitled to their allegiance. 
Acting upon this conviction as to the predomt- 
nant sentiment of my State, agreeing fully as it 


does with my own, I shall earnestly sustainevery | 


effort made here to secure such guarantecs; and, 


failing in that, | will zealously co6perate in other. | 
measures that may be resorted to in the southern | 


States for accomplishing the same end. Without 
indulging in profuse professions of devotion to 


the Union, it is enough for me to say that I shall | 
exhaust all reasonable efforts for its preservation | 


upon terms that will give assurance that it will 


hereafter secure to all sections and every State | 


and every citizen the cnjoyment of all their just 


rights; and when these have failed, I shall have | 


no hesitancy in choosing secession or revolution, 
rather than acquiescence in or submission to the 
domination of sectionalism, 


Now, Mr, President, while I speak thus of the | 


position of my own State, and my concurrence 
init, as TP understand that position to be, l repeat, 
L rezard the overwhelming sentiment of the South 
to be that of demauding guarantees that shall be 


unalterable—that shall recognize distinctly und 


fully the right of the southern man to his slave | 


as property—and others of much importance con- 
nected with the fugitive slave law. L believe the 
overwhelming sentiment of the South demands 
this, orit demands secessionand revolution, That 
ismy honest conviction of the prevailing senti- 
ment of the South, 

Mr. President, there is one thing connected with 
these frovements at the South that I most deeply 
regret. | regret that the whole southern mind had 
not been consulted deliberately and solemnly as 


to the best means of obtaining the redress or the | 


security which we demand. ‘There ts an identity 


of sentiment in the South, there is an identity of 


conviction there, which, inmy judgment, ought 
to have been consulted and ascertained. If there 
had been a southern consultation, representing 


fairly and honestly the sentiments of each State, | 
in the most solemn manner known to the expres | 


sion of the sovereign will, and if such a consult- 
ation had prepared,as { think they ought, declara- 


tions on which they should ask the action of their | 


northern confederates in this Government, | have 
hoped—tI have believed even—thatsuch anappeal, 
with all this moral force connected with it as the 


the same end. Lam not willing yet to believe 
that the policy adopted by them has been resorted 


to from a feeling of disunion per se; but I regard 





them as viewing separate secession as the best 
means of awaking the sentiment of the whole 


North, and of the whole country, to the real dan- | 
| ger, and the importance of a satisfactory adjust- | 
| ment. 
I am not prepared to pronounce judgment of cen- | 
They are | 


While I differ with them in that policy, 


sure and condemnation upon them. 
sovereign independent States. Itis their right to 
do on this subject as their judgments dictate. 
But having taken their course, the duty devolves 
upon us who live in the middle and border States 
to take our course. 

Our people are not prepared—at least I can speak 


| for my own State—until every reasonable effort 


is exhausted, to resort to the lastremedy. What, 
then, shall we do? In my judgment, the middle 


/ and border States have a plain duty marked out. 


I think itis their duty to meet together in consulta- 
tion, inthe mostsolemn manner thatsuch consulta- 
tions can be gotten up, and to present to the North 
their demand for guarantees on these questions. 
Will the North not grant them? Judging from 
what I see here; judging from the efforts now 
being made by leading organs of the Republican 
party to prevent even the mauguration of prop- 
ositions to be submitted to the States on this ques- 


tion, | confess that I scareely see a ray of hope | 


| of anything being accomplished; but if there is 
/any hope, itis in an appeal to the people them- 


sentiment of the whole South, could not have been | 


resisted by our northern brethren, That is my 
view of the true mode of obtaining the relief or 


the guarantees which we demand, and which | 


ought to have been adopted, 


some of the extreme southern States. They have 
less immediate interest 1n this question, so far as 


the escape and the loss by the escape of fugitives || 


is concerned, than we of the middle and border 
Siates have. Forthis reason, I think there should 
have been concert between allthe southern States. 


f admit, however, that in the ulumate question | 
of the final extinction of slavery, their interest is | 


immensely greater than ours. 
fact, why it is they have been more sensitive 
and less willing to wait the more tardy, but, as I 
think it would have been, the more certain and 
peaceful process of an entire consultation with 
the southern States. Tlicy have adopted their own 
course; and now, in my judgment, the remaining 
border and middle States ought to concert meas- 


I can see, in this | 


ures formaking their united appeal to the people of | 


the northera States. 
iavolved im this question of dissolution to justify 
any man in fading todos all that within the bounds 
of reason can be dene to avert so fearful a calam- 
ity as that of a dissolution of our Government, 
J think this appeal should also be made with 
earnestness and promptness to the people of the 
southern States, with the view of urging upon 


[think there is too mach | 
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| scicntious than we are? 
That mode, however, was not satisfactory to | 


| less, 


selves. I think the middle and border States 
ought to make that appeal. What will that de- 
mand be?) Mr. President, Lam bound as a man 
of candor, to say that one essential feature in 


that guarantee must be the constitutional recogni- |! 
tion of our right to property in slaves in the ‘Ver- | 


ritories; and thatthis rightof property shall never 
be disturbed by any tuture amendment of the 
Constituuion, 

Now, | know that presents the great point of 
difference between us. 


Our fathers had patriotism enough t» settle it. 
We have hved happily, and prosperously, and 
grown great under that settlement for over sixty 
years. Why can we notsettle the same question 
again? Why will the northern mind refuse to do 
it? Is it a matter of conscience that we ask them 
to surrender? Was itnota matter of conscience 


with our fathers that slavery was a social and | 


They | 


moralevil? And yet they could settle it. 
could concede the right 6f property in slaves, with- 
out doing violence to their consciences. ‘They 
could authorize the increase of the number of 
slaves by new tmmigrations for twenty years. 
They could provide for the existence of this right 
of property, even outside of the slave States, when 
the slaves escape into a free State. Willany one 
presume to say that our fathers were less con- 
Yet I am told that if the 
recognition of our right of property in slaves be 
the sine qua non of our demand, then all is hope- 
I think that may be the sentiment of gen- 
tiemen who have ridden upon the current of 
sectionalism into power, and now occupy official 
places; but I prefer, at least, before | give up all 
hope, to see whether or not, on an appeal to the 


popular sovereignty of the North, there Is not | 
patriotism enough there again to make this con- | 
cession as our fathers did, and to close up and | 


setue forever this question of agitation between 
the two sections, 

These, Mr. President, are my views as to our 
duty in the present crisis, cutertained from a 
deep sense of their correctness, as well as from 
an ardent attachment to this Government, and a 
most determined opposition to seeing it destroyed 


> 


until every reasonable effort to maintain it upon 


principles of justice and equality shall be ex- | 


hausted. 

But, Mr. President, whatever may be the re- 
sults in future growing out of the efferis here or 
elsewhere to obtain sausfactory guarantees in the 
way of amendments to the Constitution, we are 
called upon for present action as toan event which, 
though looked for, has produced a profound scn- 


BE. 


It was the great point of | 
difference when our.Government was formed, |' 
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sation throughout the Confederacy. 1 pefpy of 
course, to the ordinance unanimously adopt d by 
the people of South Carolina, in convention o< 
aakeal at Charleston, on the 20th instant, by 
which that State has repealed all ordinaness and 
acts ratifying the Constitution of the Uuited Starr. 
and the amendments thereto, and declared Ses 
the Union now subsisting between South Cayo. 
| lina and the other States of America is there, 
dissolved. This is the act of one of the soy. 
eign States of the Confederacy—of one of the 
original members of that Confederacy. It js ay 
act consummated in the most solemn and impos- 
ing form in which the voice and will of a soyer. 
eign people can be pronounced. 
The occasion calls for no discussion as to tho 
character of the right which the people of South 
Carolina have exercised in thus deliberately yo. 
suming those attributes of their sovereignty which 
| in 1788 they, in the same solemn and deliberate 
form, delegated to the Federal Government, | 
shall enter into no such discussion. [ allude to 
it only asa great accomplished fact which must 
soon present practical questions of the most mo- 
\ mentous character. I shall content myself now 
with briefly stating, without argument, the course 
which, in my judgment, ought to be taken on that 
phase of these questions which may look to a 
resort to force. 

This question must arise either in a proposition 
to resort to force for the purpose of executing thy 
laws of the United States within the territorial 
' limits of South Carolina, or for the subduing the 
| people of that State and coercing them back to 

their allegiance to the United States. Whatever 
technical distinction there may be ia the two prop- 
ositions, I regard them practically as amountinz 
\| to the same thing—a resort to force for either pur- 
pose amounts, in my estimation, to war upon the 
| State of South Carolina. 
| I discard any distinction on this subject, be- 
cause the effect of the ordinance adopte d by thei 
convention is to constitute for the people of South 
Carolina a separate and independent government 
| —not, in my estimation, a separate and indepiud- 
| ent government de jure, but de facto. This gov- 
1 
| 


us. 





ernment has absolved its people, as far as it ean 
be done, from all allegiance to the Government 
| of the United States, and has thereby interposed 
between each one of its citizens and the Govern- 
|| ment of the United States on any question of alle- 
|| giance that may hereafter arise between then 
|| As the Constitution of the United States recog- 
nizes the existence of the States as States in all 
the departments of the Government—legislutive, 
judicial, and executive—as the Constitution was 
ratified by the States as States, and as the State 
of Carolina, meaning thereby the people of Sout 
Carolinain their sovereign capacity, hasdemanded 
of every citizen thereof an undivided allegiance, 
when the Federal Government resorts to force 
against one of those citizens who resists on tle 
ground that he is obeying the command of South 
| Carolina, the Federal Government cannot decline 
| to treat the resistance as the act of South Caro- 
| lina in her character as a government. If host 
| ities ensue, therefore, it becomes wer. Hence, 
practically, I regard the resort to force either for 
the purpose of executing the laws in South Cavo- 
lina or for the purpose of reducing her people to 
their allegiagce to the United States, as resulting 
in war. 

The question then arises whether, in the att- 
tude in which South Carolina now stands, war 
ought to be made against her people? With « 
full appreciation of the importance of execuuns 
| the laws when obstructed or resisted, | am eon 
| strained to the conclusion that, even if the power 
| to resort to force were subject to noe controversy, 
the reasons and considerations against such 8 t- 
| sort are so weighty and controlling as to induce 


me unhesitatingly to declare against it; and, 1 50 
declaring, Lam thoroughly satisfied that 1 have 
the concurrence of the people of my State. Against 
one of the sovereign States whose people, in te 
most solemn and deliberate manner knows tol’ 
exercise of sovereignty, decide and deelare (hot 

their grievances and oppressions are intol: rable, 
or that they have good reasons to believe that bie 
| necessary results of the policy of a sections or 
ganization about to take the reins of the I deral 
Government, with every prospect of holding Wiese 
| reins perpetually, must be ruinous to her inieres’s 

and destructive of the objects for which the Gov- 
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-enment was formed, and who, for reasons like 
e, claim the right to resume her delegated 
yereignty, or to seek for redress or self-preser- 
‘on im revolution, I cannot consent to make 
: uuiess the subjection of such State is imper- 
g oly demanded for the general welfare and 
—afety of the other members of the Federal Gov- 
- nent. In every such case, the interests of the 
Sars remaining in the Union, as well as those of 
ae State proposing to withdraw, must be involved. 
Bath parties to the case have rights to look to, and 
vations to discharge; all the surrounding cir- 
mstunees must be examined with an eye to all 
: » cone quences. It would require a strong case 
ty induce me to incur all the horrors of a civil war, 
ether to execute the laws against the people of a 
sovereign State, or to conquer such people to their 
former allegiance. I cannot forget that the Union 
was not formed by force,and | know it can never 
be maintained and perpetuated by force. Resting 
on fraternal feelings among its members it was 
created. If it is to be preserved, it must be done 
by the persuasive but efficient instrumentalities of 
kindness, forbearance, patience, and fraternity. 
If South Carolina stood alone in this crisis, I 
would see no blood spilled to coerce her; but 
knowing, as we all do, that in the grievances on 
which she is taking so responsible a step, four- 
wen of the other members of the Confederacy are 
strongly sympathizing with her, and are earnestly 


considering What measures for redress and safety | 


they will adopt, it cannot be doubted fora moment 
that war upon South Carolina would invoive the 
entire Confederacy in the conflict, and destroy 
forever all hope of either preserving or recon- 
structing the Federal Union. 


In this connection, | 


each other in the act of separation, that we are 
determined so to live as neighbors that the kope 
of a future reconstruction of our Confederacy, 
and of the resurrection at no distant day of our 
Federal Union toan immortality of grandeur and 
prosperity, may not be forever destroyed. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. President, | do not 
desire, if we can arrive at a vote upon this ques- 
tion, to occupy the time of the Senate. L[ intend, 
at sume lume, to make some observations upon 
the resolutions pending before the Senate. One 
word, however, in relation to Kansas. I belreve, 
sir, that the admissionof Kansas is the immediate 
duty of Congress, and is more likely to give peace 
and quiet to the slavery agitation than any other 
measure. We had peace before the repeal of the 
Missouri compromise, by which repeal the Ter- 
ritory of Kansas was opened to a fearful struggle 
—a struggle for years. Happily it is now ended, 
so far as Kansas is concerned. When admitted 
into the Union, we shall have peace. 


| ference by the Federal Government, or by free- 


State men, against slavery in the States; and non- 
interference by the Federal Government, or by 


slaveholders, against freedom in the Territories, 


is peace. It was the opening of Kansas to sla- 
very which brought strife; its admission asa free 


| State will end the struggle, and restore peace. 


| do not pause to contemplate the horrors of the | 


civil war that would follow an attempt to coerce 
South Carolina. 
the Union must perish; if the members of the 
Confederacy must be severed, let us, at least, save 
the blood of our countrymen. 

lnstead of considering the question of war upon 
one of our sister States, it rather becomes us, the 


If nothing else can be saved; if | 


representatives of the other sisters of the Con- |! 


fideracy, to clevate our thoughts, our feelings, 
our hearts, into the atmosphere of a pure and 
wwadulterated patriotism, and from that clevation 
wk down with calmness, with kindness, with 


prejudiced minds, upon the causes which have | 


impelled South Carolina to this fearful experi- 
meat, and which are impelling fourteen other sov- 
evcign States to seek for remedies for great evils 
with which they feel they are threatencJ; and 
upon this view to see whether it is not possible 
for us to find a peaceful and effectual solution of 


Mr. COLLAMER. Mr. President, | propose 
to confine my remarks entirely to the question on 
the bill before us for the admission of Kansas; 


| nor do | propose to take a very long time in open- | 


ing the subject. 

This bill was passed by the House of Repre- 
sentatives by a very large majority at the last ses- 
sion. It came to the Senate, and was referred to 
the Committee on Territories. 
on Territories differing in opinion on the subject, 
came to no conclusion, and of course no majority 
or minority report was made in relation to it. 
The bill was merely reported back to the Senate. 
It therefore is now a question on the passage of 
the bill. Some debate was had on this subject at 
the Jast session, and it was finally deferred by the 
Senate preferring to take up and dispose of other 
subjects, which | suppose they looked on as more 
important. 

Then having no report in relation to it, per- 


| haps I shall be not only justified, but called upon, 


to make some general statement in relation to it. 
I am not disposed, Mr. President, to go into the 
history of the transactions in Kansas, nor to un- 


| dertake to account for the. troubles which have 


the frightful catastrophe of civil war and destruc- | 


uon of our Government which is impending over | 


us. It surely cannot be that the people of fifteen 
States are so deeply moved and so painfully in- 
tent upon having additional securities for their 


rights in the Union without some just and sub- || 


stantuil cause for their grievances and their de- 
mands. Ifthe people of the other States can see 
'ground for this alarming state of things, or if, 
ing it, they are resolved finally and unalterably 
that they cannot accede to the demands for guar- 
antees, then it will become us to look the conse- 
quence full in the face; that consequence is, that 
re IS ah antagonism of interest, or of senti- 
ut, between the dominant party in the North 
il the people of the South, which is wholly and 
rely irreconcilable, and which must end in 
paration, either violently or peacefully. Lam 
(willing yet, as discouraging asarc all the pres- 
‘signs, to admit the existence of such a irrec- 
oneilable antagonism. Ido fear that, so far as 
te decision of the question depends upon us 
here, now, there is scarcely a ray of hope for a 
ivorable solution, 


Qo 


ritable; that physical force must settle the con- 
, and that the work of blood shall commence 
in South Carolina? I trust in God that if we can- 





Whatthen? Shall we make | 
up our minds thatall is lost; that civil war is in- 


hot agree upon a remedy for the evils thatalready | 


overwhelm us, we ean at leastagree to such meas- 
ures of forbearance and conciliation as will allow 
‘n appeal to the people of the North before we 
Superadd to them the horrors of a civil war. If 
we must see the Union perish, let us at least re- 
‘ve that we will bury itin peace and with blood- 
ess hands. If we cannot agree to live together 
0 harmony as brothers of one Confederacy, let 


8 


US Separate in peace, showing, by our justice to || 


| 
} 


| been connected with that Territory. 


It is not 


Non-inter- | 


The Committee | 


necessary to the disposition of the question which 


we have before us. 
formed this constitution. They have formed it 
with a very great degree of unanimity. They 


The people of Kansas have | 


have ratified it on its being presented to them by | 
| a majority of, | believe, something more than two 


to one. have never heard any suggestion but 
that the convention was legally and fairly and 
properly selected, and fully deliberated on the 
subject. Their deliberations resulted in forming 
this constitution, which was submitted to the peo- 
ple, and which has been ratified by them, and is 
now presented here for ratification on the part of 
Congress. 

Now, Mr. President, in the exercise of the power 
of admitting Territories as States, which is a dis- 
cretionary power, there has generally been a very 
great degree of liberality on the part of Cohgress. 
It has generally been considered that a territorial 
conlition of the people was far from a natural one 
in our Government. It is not in its nature a pop- 
ular Government. In the freest forms which have 
been given to it, its executive is not appointed by 
its people, and its judiciary is not appointed by 
its people. Two great departments of the gov- 
ernment are out of their hands. The legislative 
department has been sub modo committed to the 
hands of the people, subject at the same time to 
have their action vetoed by the voice of a Gov- 
ernor appointed by the President of the United 
States. This is the condition of the people ina 
Territory in the most liberal form of territorial 
government. It is certainly not one which it is 
desirable to continue longer than is absolutely 
necessary. In almost all cases where the Terri- 
tories have heretofore applied to Congress for ad- 
mission, | say Congress has generally admitted 
them with great liberality until you come to this 
one of Kansas. Here there has been difficulty at 
various stages of it. Different constitutions have 
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been presented, and different measures taken. J 
will not go into them. 

There was an act passed called the English bill, 
by which they were admitted as » State on con- 
ditions. 


—— - 


Certain subjects were returned to them 
with their constitution, which was called the Le- 
compton constituuon; and if they agreed to them 
by a vote of the people, they were to be admitted 
asa State. They were submitted to then.and they 
did notagree to them. Now, under that bill there 
Wasa provision thatunlessthey agreed to them and 
took measures to ratify the constitutio, » they 
should not be admitted until they had a number 
of people such as would entitle them to a Ri pre- 
sentative in Congress, That is the substance of 
it, | believe. The Wyandotte constitution, whicls 
we have now before us, was made by that people, 
as I have said, by a convention, and, as I insist, 
they have that population. 

‘The first material element to be considered in 
the formation of a Territory into a State, is that 
they have the proper amount of population. Mr. 
President, the Senate and the House of Repre- 
sentatives, three years ago, agreed that Kansas 
had population enough to be admuted under the 
Lecompton constitution, They would not make 


a point but what they had enough then. The 
question is, have they enough now? I do not 


consider that Congress has any power practically, 
as they attempted to do in that English bill, to 
prevent another Congress trom exercising their 
discretion in the admission of that Territory. 
They could not put limitations on the power of 
Congress in the exercise of their discretion of ad- 
mitting that as a State as well as any other. But 
no matter, Mr. President; IT insist that in fact this 
Territory has come up in point of population to 
that requirement. ‘The census has been taken; 
and I have a certificate from the Census bureau 
in relation toit. 1 will here observe that the west- 
ern boundary of the proposed State of Kansas 
lies a little west, by a certain line of longitude, of 
what is called the sixth meridian, That ts a meri- 
diam fixed forthe purposes of the surveys of the 
public lands; and the line of the State ts a litile 
westofthat meridian. Here is the certificate from 
the Census bureau in relation to the population of 
Kansas: 
Census Orrice, DePaRTMENT oF THE INTERIOR, 
Wasunineton, December 7, 1860. 

Str: | have the honor to intorm you, in reply to your 
inquiry relative to the population of Kansas, that returns 
have been received from all the territory lying east of the 
sixth principal meridian—which isa little east of the west 
eru boundary fixed in the constitution—the total popula 
tion of which is ascertained to be approximately one hun 
dred and nine thousand four hundred. No returns have 
reached the Census office giving the population west of that 
line, and, of course, none from the Pike’s Peak region. 
The boundaries observed are those established by the ter 
ritorial act organizing Kansas ‘Territory. 

Very respectiully, your obedient servant, 

JOUN C.G. KENNEDY, Superintendent. 

Hion. Jacon Cottamer, United States Senate. 

ltappears that the population there now amounts 
to one hundred and nine thousand, in round num- 
bers. That does not include quite all. There is 
asmall amount of settlement, perhaps near a thou- 
sand, west of this line, to the west of the line of 
the State. I do not know precisely what the ap- 
portionment may be under the new census; but 
certain it is that they have a population which 
would entitle this district of country now, if with- 
in a State, to one Representative; and so it would 
in the next Congress, because the next Congress 
is to be elected upon the same apportionment; 
members have been elected in many of the States 
already on the same apportionment that we have 
for the present Congress. They have, then, by 
the existing law, and for the existing Congress, 
and for the Congress elect, to commence on the 
4th of March next, the necessary population to 
entitle them to a Representative in Congress. 
Thus, I think, in point of population they come 
within the requirement, even if we say that 
requirement is binding, which is provided in the 
English bill. There seems to be, therefore, in re- 
lation to that, a kind of plighted faith to which 
these people are entitled to appeal at the hands 
of Congress that they shall now be admitted, 

The next element is the extent of territory. The 
extent of territory in Kansas within the present 
boundaries, as now proposed in this constitution, 
isa little over eighty thousand square miles; | 
believe about eighty-one thousand square miles. 
lt makes the State larger than Illinois; larger than 
Missouri; larger than Virginia. Itis true that the 
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boundary of the State does not exactly conform 
to the boundaries of the Territory; and for this 
reason: it has been ascertained since that Terri- 
tory was formed that there isa large region of 
almost or quite uninhabitable country lying be- 
tween Kansas on the Missouri, and Kansas by 
Pike’s Peak, away next to the Rocky Mountains, 
where there 1s inhabitable country. There is a 
large region of country separating these two, some 
two or three hundred miles, which will never be 
settled toany very considerableextent. The bound- 
ary now runs across that region of country, as 
fixed by this constitution, inclading eifhty thou- 
sand square miles. [tis not of very much im- 
portance where that western line runs; but it goes 


across that region leaving a part of it to be in--; 


cluded in any Territory that shall be formed west 
of this State. , 

These, Mr. President, are the materials or the 
elements which constitute the claim for admission 


on the part of Kansas: its population; its terri- | 
tory; the formation of its consfitution; it being | 
ratified by the people, and having the proper num- | 


ber; end | know not exactly what objections will 
really bomade. [must waittohearthem. Itseems 
to me, sir, that not only for the sake of the people 
there, but for the peace of the country at large, 
it is about time we should put an end to this Kan- 
sas matter; that the people may be empowered to 


gp in their right of popular self-government | 


ike the other people of the United States, and 
that there should not be any feeling of resent- 
ment to them, though the whole course of that 


people may not be entirely satisfactory to Con- | 


gress. That people cannot keep peace and quict- 
ness in their Territory. They have not the com- 
mand of the Executive; they have not their ju- 
diciary; they have not the control of their own 
affairs. ‘They are hampered; and when individ- 
uals make outbreaks they cannot control them. 
It is necessary to their peace, it is hecessary to 
the peace of the country, that this subject should 
now receive some definitive action at the hands of 
Congress, ‘Il shall say no more at present, but 
attempt hereafter to meet such objections as may 
be presented in various forms. There may be 
devices resorted te to contrive ways how not to do 
it; they may be found in amendments or delays 
of various kinds, for which I must wait. 

Mr. GREEN obtained the floor. 

Mr. IVERSON. Ifthe Senator will allow me, 
this is the eve of Christmas, and it is now three 
o'clock. 


journed, | understand, and 


The House of Representatives has ad- | 
think the Senate is | 


1ardly disposed to go on with the consideration | 


of so grave a subject on this occasion as the ad- 
mission of Kansas; I propose therefore that the 
Senate adjourn. 

Mr. COLLAMER,. Will the gentleman delay 
that motion a moment? I take itif we adjourn 
now, it will be tomeet to-morrow, which is Christ- 
mas day. 

Mr. IVERSON. 
agreed to adjourn over until Wednesday. 
Mr. COLLAMER,. Oh, very well. 

not aware of it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator from Georgia withdraw his motion to ad- 
jeurn? 

Mr. BIGLER. I desire to suggest to the Sen- 
ator from Georgia that the day on which we are 


I was 


again to meet should be changed to Thursday. || 
The committee of thirteen meet on Wednesday | 


morning, and as we shall probably do no business 
here of very great importance, I think that day 
might be devoted to the committee. 

Mr. 1VERSON. I will withdraw my motion 
if the Senator from Pennsylvania desires to recon- 
sider the vote adjourning over until Wednesday. 

Mr. BIGLER. 1 make that motion for the 
purpose of naming Thursday, in order that the 
committee may have Wednesday. 

Mr. DAVIS. Will the Senator yield to me for 
a moment? 

Mr. BIGLER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. DAVIS. Lask the Senate to make an order 
to print, for the use of the select committee, a res- 


olution which I shall lay before them. ta i} 
ered to 


it to the Senate in order that it may be or 
be printed. : 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By common 
consent, the resolution will be received. The 
Chair hears no objection. The resolution will be 
read. 


| order, 


The Senate has already || 





| 








and I suppose it can hardly be necessary to 
read it. 


that the resolution be printed. 


of the resolution is asked for. 


Constitution, that property in slaves, recognized as such 
by the local law of any of the States of the Union, shall 
stand on the same footing in all constitutional and Federal 
relations as any other species of property so recognized; 
and, like other property, shall not be subject to be divested 
or impaired by the local law of any other State, either in |) 
escape thereto, or of transit or sojourn of the owner therein ; || 
and in no case whatever shall such property be subject to 
be divested or impaired by any legislative act of the United 
States, or of any of the Territories thereof. 


it shall be, when the Senate adjourns it adjourn 
to meet on Thursday. } 
that the committee of thirteen should have Wed- 
nesday without interruption. 
gestion, if there be no objection to it, 


i 
i 
ing could be changed by common consent, so that | 
| 
| 


move to reconsider the order by which the Senate || 
agreed, that when it adjourns it adjourn over until 
| Wednesday, for the purpose of making it Thurs- 


day. 

Mr. BROWN. I observe through the public 
press that commissioners from South Carolina 
will be here to-morrow. 
a day is to bring forth. There can be no pressing 
necessity for our passing over until Thursday, 
and I think it, therefore, better that we meet on | 
Wednesday. 
session, and I suppose there will not be; but still 
I think it is better that we meet on Wednesday, | 
and I stand, therefore, by the order already made. 


is on reconsidering the vote by which the Senate 
agreed that when itadjourns, it adjourn to meet on 
Wednesday next. 

division—ayes 32, noes 6. 

that when the Senate adjourns, it be to meet on 
Thursday next. 


move to postpone the further consideration of this | 
special order until Wednesday of next week, at 
one o’elock. 


from Missouri that there is a special order for 
| that time. 
_ for next Wednesday week. 


| Tuesday. 


o’clock. 


| order for that time. 


adjourn. 


adjourned. 


| by the Chaplain, Rev. Tuomas H. Srocxron. 


approved. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. MASON. The resolution will be printed, | 





Mr. DAVIS. Oh, no; let it be printed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is moved | 
| 


} 
} 
| 


Mr. POLK. I prefer to hear it read. 
Mr. YULEE. 1 hope it will be read. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The reading | 

It will be read. || 
The Secretary read it, as follows: || 
Resolved, That it shall be declared, by amendment of the 


The resolution was ordered to be printed. 
Mr. BIGLER. The order adopted this morn- | 


I think it very important 
I make that sug- || 
| 


Mr. BROWN. 


I object to it. 
Mr. BIGLER. 


Then, Mr. President, I will |) 





Nobody can tell what | 


There may be no occasion for a 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. 


The question | 


The motion was agreed to; there being, on a 


Mr. BIGLER. Now, Mr. President, I move || 


The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. GREEN. By common consent, I shall 





Mr. COLLAMER.: And make it a special 


Mr. FESSENDEN. It is a special order now. | 
Mr. LATHAM. I will state to the Senator 


The Pacific railroad bill is set down 


Mr. GREEN. [ thought it was Tuesday. 
Mr. COLLAMER and Mr. WADE. Put it 


Mr. GREEN. That is New Year’s day. 
Mr. COLLAMER. Put it Monday. 
Mr. GREEN. I will say Monday, at one 


Mr. COLLAMER. And make it the special 


Mr. GREEN. Yes, sir; [ make that motion. 
The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. LVERSON. I now move that the Senate 





The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 





Monpay, December 24, 1860. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | 
Prayer | 


“The Journal of Thursday last was read and |, 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 
A message was received from the President of | 


the United States, by A. J. GLossprenner, his | 
Private Secretary, informing the House that the | 
President had approved and signed a bill making || 


| regard and respect for the rights of each other, e| 
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appropriations for the payment of invalid 
other pensions of the United States for the 
ending June 30, 1862. 
WITHDRAWAL OF MEMBERS. 
The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 
before the House the following communication: 


which was laid on the table, and ordered to \,. 
printed: 


and 
year 


Wasuineton, December 21, \ 269 
Sin: We avail ourselves of the earliest opportuni, 
since the official con:munication of the intelligence, mak. 
ing known to your honorable body that the people of the 
State of South Carolina, in their sovereign capacity, hay, 
resumed the powers heretofore delegated by them to the 
Federal Government of the United States, and have ther, by 
dissolved our connection with the House of ky presenta 
lives. 
In taking leave of those With whom we have been asco. 
ciated in a common agency, we, as well as the people of 
our Commonwealth, desire todoso with feelings of niutual 
) i 4 terishing 
the hope that, in our future relations, we may better enjoy 
that peace and harmony essential to the happiness of a free 
and enlightened people. JOHN McQUEEN 
M. L. BONHAM. 
W. W. BOYCE. 
J. D. ASHMORE,. 


|} Ton. WILLIAM PENNINGTON, 


Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 


| before the House a communication from the Spe- 


retary of the Treasury, dated December 22, 1860, 
transmitting a statement of expenditures for the 
coast survey during the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1860; whieh was laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 

The SPEAKER also, by unanimous conseyt, 
laid before the House a communication from the 
Interior Department, transmitting the an)ual 
statement, required by the act of May 1, 1820, 
prepared by the Second Comptroller of the Treas- 
ury, Showing balances of appropriations standing 
upon the books of that office to the credit of that 
Department on the Ist of July, 1859; the amounts 
appropriated by Congress for the service of the 
fiscal year ending 30th of June 1860, including re- 
payments and transfer of appropriations; and the 


| aggregate amountsapplicable to the service of said 


fiscal year; also the amounts drawn from said 
appropriations, or carried to the surplus fund, from 
July 1, 1859, to June 30, 1860, and the balances 


| remaining in the Treasury at the last named date; 


which was laid upon the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 


DELIVERY UP OF FUGITIVES. 
Mr. MOORE, of Kentucky, by unanimous con- 


sent, introduced a bill to give a construction to the 
first section of the act of Congress, passed Feb- 
ruary 12, 1793, in relation to the delivering up 
of fugitives from justice; which was read a first 
and second time. 

Mr. QUARLES. Iask to have that bill read. 

The bill, which was read, states that, whereas 
a different construction has been given to the first 


| section of the act of Congress, approved Feb- 


ruary 12, 1793, and whereas a misconstruction 
thereof has resulted in the escape of persons guilty 
of high crimes; therefore, be it enacted, &c., that 
the first section of an act entitled ** An act re- 
specting fugitives from justice, and persons escap- 
ing from the service of their masters,’’ passed Feb- 
ruary 12, 1793, be so construed as to embrace all 


| cases of a demand of a fugitive from justice, when 


made in the mode and manner directed by said 
act, whether the offense for which the fugitive !s 
charged or indicted, be an offense at common 
law or by the statute of the State to which the fugi- 


| tive shall have fled or not, so that it be an offense 


by the laws of the State from which he escaped. 
The bill was referred to the select committee 
of thirty-three. 


FRAUD IN THE INTERIOR DEPARTMENT. 


Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I ask the uwnanr 
mous consent of the House to introduce a resolu- 
tion. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 


Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to '0- 
vestigate the circumstances connected with the abstraction 
of certain bonds from the Interior Department; to whom 
given, and for what purpose used, and when taken ; the 
said conunittee having full power to command the presen: 
of witnesses and the production of papers, with a vieW to 
ascertain the true offender or offenders, and secure the 
Government from all loss, as far as possible. 


Mr. SHERMAN. [I trust the gentleman from 
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Iiimois will withhold that resolution for a short 
as I am informed we shall soon have a 
saunication from the Secretary of the Interior 
forenee to that matter. The resolution will 
» be properenough, i , 
Mir. MORRIS, of Illinois. Under those cir- 
stances, L will let the resolution rest for the 


sent. * 


ADJOURNMENT OVER. 


Mr. CRAWFORD. I move that when the 


House adjourns to-day, it adjourn to meet on | 


TI ursday next. 
[he motion was agreed to. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 
On motion of Mr. STOUT, it was 


Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw from the 
fies of the House papers relating to the proceedings of the 
California, Oregon, and Pacific railroad convention, for the 
purpose of being used in the Senate. 


OFFICERS IN TERRITORIES. 


Mr. OTERO, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill to provide for the appointment of 
Wederal officers in the Territories of the United 
States; which was read a first and second time, 
ind referred to the Committee on Territories. 


ARMS TO CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. BURCH, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced the following joint resolution; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs: 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives &c., | 


That the Secretary of War be, and is hereby, directed and 


| 
j 
| 
} 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. SHERMAN, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported a bill making appropria- 
tions for the support of the army for the year 
ending June 30, 1862; which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on tho state of the Union, and ordered to 
be printed. 

DEFICIENCY BILL. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The deficiency bill, which 
we sent to the Senate, contains an error Which 
crept in in the engrossment. I therefore offer the 


| following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Clerk be directed to request the Sen 
ate to return House bill No. 865, to supply deficiencies in 
the appropriations for the fiseal service for the year ending 


| June 30, 1861. 


The resolution was agreed to. 
FISUING BOUNTIES. 
Mr. ELIOT, from the Committee on Commerce 


| reported back, with a recommendation that it do 


not pass, House bill No. 51, to repeal all laws or 
parts of laws granting bounties or allowances to 
vessels employed in the bank and other cod fish- 
eries; which wasreferred to the Committee of the 


| Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered to be 


required to issue to the State of California quotas of arms | 
r the years 1850 and 1851, equal to the quota issued to | 





ejid State for the year 1852, of such description as the au- 
thorities of said State may require. 

PRINTING OF PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 

Mr. MeCLERNAND. I desire to propound 
aquestion to the chairman of the Committee on 
Public Printing. I wish to know whether it is 
the intention of that committee to reportin favor 


of printing any extra numbers of the President’s | 
message? Tunderstand thatthe time within which | 


their printing can be ordered is about to expire, 
d that the Printer has had his type locked up 
for some time, awaiting the order of the House. 
Me. HASKIN. In reply +2 the gentleman from 
Illinois, l would state that the chairman of the 
Committee on Public Priting is absent, but that 


he has directed me to report to the House this | 


morning, from that committee, two resolutions, 


which will be an answer to the questions the gen- | 


tleman has propounded. 

lowingresoluuon: 
Resolved, Thatdifteen thousand extra copies of the an- 

nual report of the Secretary of the Treasury on the state of 


I therefore offer the fol- | 


the finances, be printed for the use of the House, and one | 


thousand copies for the use of the Treasury Department. 


| will state that that is the usual number, and | 


the same that was ordered to be printed last ses- 
sion. 


The resolution was agreed to. 
Mr. HASKIN offered the following resolu- 


ions: 


Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the House | 


twenty-five thousand copies of the message of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, with the reports proper of the 


heads of Departments and chiefs of bureaus connected | 
ticrewith, omitting the statistical matters and details ac- | 


companying said report. 

Resolved further, That there be printed, in addition, for 
We use of the House, five thousand extra copies of the said 
lhessage and accompanying documents. 


The resolutions were agreed to. 

Mr. HASKIN moved to reconsider the votes 
vy which the several resolutions were adopted; 
and also moved to lay the motion to reconsider 
on the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
GENERAL HARNEY. 
Mr. SCOTT, by unanimous consent, intro- 


duced the following resolution; which was read, || 


considered, and agreed to: 





Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to fur- 


nish to the House-of Representatives copies of all corre- | 


poudenee on file in the War Department, not heretofore 
published, having reference to General Harney’s adminis- 
‘ition of the military department of Oregon. 


Mr. JOHN COCHRANE. I call for the regu- 


‘ar order of business. 
Che SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 


‘ss is the call of committees for reports for 
relerence only. 


he committees were then called. 
e 


ne 


| 
| 
| 








printed. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Willit be in order to ask 
the action of the House upon that bill at this time ? 

The SPEAKER. Only by unanimous consent. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Does it require unanimous 
consent: 

The SPEAKER. It does 

Mr. MAYNARD. I would inquire of the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts if the report of the 
committee was unanimous? 


Mr. ELIOT. My impression is that the report | 


was unanimous, but I think the committee was 
not full. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Will the House consent to 
take a vote upon that bill now? 

Mr. ELIOT. It cannot be done. 

Mr. HOUSTON. If the report of the com- 
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mittee is to be sustained by the House, let us | 


have a vote now, and not smother it this short 
session. 


Mr. ELIOT. 


It cannot be done now under 


| the rules. 


Mr. HOUSTON. That is what I expected of 
the gentleman. 

BLIP JUNIOR. 

Mr. ELIOT, from the Committee on Commerce, 
asked leave to report a bill for the relief of D. R. 
Greer and others, owners of the ship Junior, of 
New Bedford, that it might be printed and re- 
committed to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Is it in order during the 


morning hour to make a report of a bill, in order 


to have it printed and recommitted? [understand | 


| that the object is to give that bill an advantage 


over the bill which the gentleman just previously 
reported, and which he proposes to sink in the 
Committee of the Whole—a bill in which the 
whole country is interested, dud by which the gen- 
tleman’s constituents are perrnitted to fleece mine, 
as'l believe. I object to giving this last bill that 


advantage, and therefore I eC to the gentle- | 


man’s motion to have it printed and recommitted. 
If the gentleman had given us a fair chance upon 
the other bill, 1 would not have objected; but if 
I have the right, | now object. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the gen- 
tleman from Alabama has the right. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Then I object. 

The SPEAKER. The bill will be returned to 
the gentleman from Massachusetts 

Mr. ELIOT. Atanearly meeting of the Com- 
mittee on Commerce this session, | was unan- 
imously instructed to report this bill to the House, 
for the purpose of having the report printed and 
the bill recommitted. If the honorable member 
from Alabama sces fit to apply his objection to 
this bill, I certainly shall not ask any favors; but 
shall take the bill back into my custody. In re- 


| gard to the expression which fell from the lips of 


the gentleman from Alabama in respect to the 
fishing bounty laws, let me say to him that I am 
not here to return phrases of that description. 
Mr. Speaker, these laws have stood upon the 
statute-book since the institution of our Govern- 
ment; and I respectfully submit that it does not 
become any one to apply to the States which have 
the benefit of these laws, language such as the 
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gentleman from Alabama has thought proper to 
employ. 

Mr. CURRY. L rise to a question of order 

Mr. HOUSTON. 1 believe the gentleman from 
Massachusetts ts through, 

Mr. ELIOT. No, sir. 

Mr. CURRY. The point of order that I de- 
sire to make is} that the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts has no right to discuss his proposition 
I have no objection to the discussion provided a 
reply is allowed, and a vote can be 


bill. 
Mr. ELIOT. What Ff said was in reply to 


remarks made by the gentleman from Alabama, 
[Mr. Hovsrtow.] 
Mr. HOUSTON. It was no reply at all, Mr, 
Speaker. It did not reach the point f made, 
The SPEAKER. No debate isin order atall. 
That is clear: 


had upon hig 


HENRY RICE. 

Mr. ELIOT, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported back, with a recommendation that 
it do pass, a bill (S. No. 501) for the relief of 
Henry Rice; which was referred to a Committee 
of the Whole House, and, with the accompanying 
report, ordered to be printed. : 


COMMITTEE DISCHARGED. 


On motion of Mr. COLFAX, the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads was discharged 


| from the further consideration of petitions of Oli- 


| ver Evans Woods, of Philadelphia and others; 


and the same were laid upon the table. 
METROPOLITAN POLICE. 

Mr. KILGORE, by unanimous consent, inteo- 
duced a bill to provide for the organization of a 
metropolitan police force for the city of Wash- 
ington; which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee for the District of 
Columbia. 


| UNITED STATES COURT-ROOMS IN NEW JERSEY. 


Mr. PORTER, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported a bill to compensate the State of 


| New Jersey for the use of court-rooms for the 


United States courts in the State House at ‘T'ren- 
ton, in said State; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, and ordered to be 
printed. 

MRS. ELIZABETIL MONTGOMERY. 


Mr. BRIGGS, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, reported back, with a recom- 
mendation that it do pass, a bill (S. No. 95) for 
the relief of Mrs. Elizabeth Montgomery, heir of 
Hugh Montgomery; whitch was referred to a 


| Committee of the Whole House, and, with the 


accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 
MARY BERAULT. 

Mr. BRIGGS, also, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of Mary Berault, 
administratrix of Lieutenant Joseph Wheaton; 
which was read a first and second time, referred 
to a Committee of the Whole House, and, with 
the accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 

CAPTAIN CHARLES FIERER. 

Mr. DUELL, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of Captain Charles Fierer; which was read 
a first and second time, referred to a Committee 


of the Whole House, and, with the accompany- 
ing report, ordered to be printed. 
FREDERICK VINCENT. 

Mr. DUELL, also, from the same committee, 
reported back, with a recommendation that it do 
not pass, a bill (S. No. 275) forthe relief of Fred- 
erick Vincent, administrator of James Le Caze, 
surviving partner of Le Caze & Mallet; which 
was laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed 


JOHN W. WILDER. 


Mr. DUELL, also, from the same committee, 
made an adverse report on the petition of John 
W. Wilder, administrator of Stephen C. Graham, 
praying for commutation pay; which was laid 
upon the table, and ordered to be prinfed. 

PETER TREZVANT. 
Mr. DUELLalso, from the same eommittee, re- 


| ported a bill to refund to the State of Georgia cer- 


tain moneys paid by said State to Peter Trezvant, 
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legal representative of Robert Farquhar; which 


was read a first and second time, referred to a | 


Committee of the Whole House, and, with the 
accompanying report, ordered to be printed, 
HENRY G. CARSON. 

Mr. HOLMAN, from the same committee, 
reported back, with a recommendation that it do 
not pass, a bill (S. No. 187) for the relief of Hen- 
ry G. Carson, administrator of Curtis Grubb, 


deceased; which was laid upon the table, and, 


with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed, 


GABRIEL I. JOUNSTON. 


Mr. NOELL, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported back, with a recommend- 
ation that it do pass, a bill (H.R. No. 276) for 
the benefit of Gabriel I. Johnston; which was 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
and, with the accompanying report, ordered to 
be printed. 


REPORT TO BE PRINTED. 


Mr. LEACH, of Michigan. I presenta report 
from the Committee on Indian Affairs, in the case 
of certain Chippewa, Ottawa, and Pottawatomie 
Indians, in the State of Michigan. A bill was 
reported last session; and I now ask that the 
report may be printed 

it was so ordered. 


CHILDREN OF JOSEPH MOZEAU. 


Mr. ALDRICH, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported the following resolution; which 
was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be, and 
hereby is, directed to report to this House to whom and by 
what authority certain sums of money allotted or awarded 
to Mary Woodbury (then Mary Taliaferro) and Elizabeth 
Odell (then Elizabeth Williams) to B. Mozeau, Sophia 
Mozeau, Antoine Mozeau, and Joseph Labattia, children 
and ward of Joseph Mozeau, under the treaty with the 
Sioux Indians of the 29th of September, 1837, were paid, 
and whether the claimants have ever received the several 
amounts due them under said treaty, or any part thereof; 
and also, any information in relation to said sums of money 
which he may be able to communicate. 


GEORGE L. HARTSUFF. 

Mr. STANTON, from the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Lieu- 
tenant George L. Hartsuff; which was read a first 
and second time by its title. 

The bill was then read in extenso. 
the Secretar 
ant Hartsuff, out of any money in the Treasury 


It directs 


not otherwise appropriated, the sum of $380, | 


being the amount of public money in specie in 
his possession, in his official capacity as assistant 
commissary of subsistence in the United States 
Army, on seit the steamboat Lady Elgin, on 


Lake Michigan, and which was lost by the sink- | 


ing of said vessel in the month of September, 1860, 


said money having been refunded by him and | 


paid over to his successor. 

Mr. STANTON. IL hope there will be no ob- 
jection to the passage of that bill. 
Hartsuff was commissary at Fort Mackinaw; he 
was ordered to Chicago to purchase subsistence 
stores, and took with him specie and bills. He 
purchased the stores, paying for them in bills, 


and returned with the specie on the Lady Elgin. | 


The steamboat was sunk, and he lost his ward- 
robe as wellasthe money. He presented aclaim 
for his wardrobe as well as the money, which the 
committee rejected. 


lost by the sinking of that vessel. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed, and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time and passed. 

Mr. STANTON moved to reconsider the vote 


by which the bill was passed; and also moved to | 


lay the motion to reconsider on the table 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
DESERTIONS FROM THE ARMY. 


Mr.CURTIS. Lam instructed by the Committee 
on Military Affairs to report back, with amend- 
ments, a bill (S. No. 46) to prevent desertions 


and to facilitate the enlistment of soldiers in the |! 


Army of the United States. iam further instructed 
by the committee to ask that the bill be put upon 
its passage. Itisa bill of great importance to the 
public, [cis towprevent desertions from the Army. 
Ihe Government is constantly subjected to great 
Joss because soldiers are enticed away after we 





of the Treasury to pay to Lieuten- || 


Lieutenant | 


4 This bill simply proposes | 
to refund to him the amount of Government funds | 


| invalid 
| mendation that it do pass. 
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have gone to the expense of transporting them te | 


remote posts. The object is that individuals shall 
not coax them away, by offering them higher pay. 


It is the unanimous opinion of the committee that | 
the bill should be passed soon, so as to puta stop | 


to these losses. 


The bill was read, with the amendments pro- | 


posed by the Committee on Military Affairs, 

Mr. CRAWFORD. Doesthis bill come from 
the Committee on Military Affairs? 

Mr. CURTIS. 
ation that it have immediate consideration. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. The bill has not been 
printed; we have had no opportunity of consid- 
ering its various provisions; and 1 can see no 


necessity for pressing its consideration at this | 


particular time, when the seats of members are 


not full—when some of the members of the Com- | 


mittee on Military Affairs have gone home, as 
well as many other members not connected with 
that committee. I must ask the gentleman from 


| lowa to allow the postponement of the bill until 


it shall be printed, and we can examine it and 
understand precisely what are its provisions, and 
until we can have a full House. I make this 
request of the gentleman from lowa because, if he 
insists on action by the House at this time, I shall 
feel compelled to object to its being reported at 
all. 

Mr. STANTON. If the gentleman from Geor- 
gia will name some day when he is willing to 
consider it, | presume there will be no objection 
to postponing it until that day. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. | have no objection to any 
day after ten days subsequent to the holidays. 

Mr. STANTON. I hope it will be postponed 
until some day the gentleman may name, and be 
made the special order. 

Mr. CURTIS. I will propose the third Tues- 
day in January. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. I have no objection to its 
being postponed until that day, and be ordered to 
be printed. 


Mr. CURTIS. And let it be made a special 


| order. 


Mr. CRAWFORD. Oh no; I object to its | 


being made a special order. 
Mr. CURTIS. Very well; let it be postponed. 
The bill was postponed until the third Tuesday 
of January, and ordered to be printed. 


WASIINGTON MILITARY ROADS. 


Mr. PENDLETON. I am instructed by the 
Committee on Military Affairs to report back 
House bills Nos. 883 and 885, with a substitute 
for both. The first is a bill for the construction 
of a military road in the Territory of Washing- 
ton. The other is a bill for the completion of 
military roads in the Territory of Washington. 
I ask that the bills, with the substitute therefor, be 
referred to. the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and be ordered to be printed. 

The motion was agreed to.. 


J.E, MARTIN. 


Mr. MORRIS, of Pennsylvania, from the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs, reported back Senate 
bill (No. 273) for the relief of the legal represent- 


_atives of J. E. Martin; which was referred to a 


Committee of the Whole House, and, with the 
accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 
PETER JOSEPHS. 

Mr. FOSTER, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Peter 
Josephs; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to a Committee of the Whole Heuse, 


and, with the accompanying report, ordered to 
be printed. 


ELIZA REEVES. 


Mr. STOKES, from the same committee, re- 
ported back House bill (No. 467) granting an 
nsion to Eliza Reeves, with the recom- 


Mr. STOKES said: | am instructed by the com- 


| mittee toask the unanimous consent of the House 


to put that bill on its passage; and if I may be 
indulged for a moment, I will state the reason. 
Lam informed that Mrs. Reeves is in the city of 
Washington, and that she is in a very distressed 


| condition, without the means of support for her- 


self and children. Iam credibly informed that 
they are almost on the point of starvation. I 
therefore ask the consent of the House to put the 


It does; with the reeommend- | 
) ing 
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bill on its passage; and I have information that 
the Senate will nmmediately consider it, 
There being no objection, the bill was taken yn 
for consideration. It directs the Secretary of tn 
Interior to place the name of Eliza Reeves seen 
the roll of invalid pensions, at the rate of pin 
dollars per month, to commence on the first day 
of January, 1860, and to continue during her wit. 
owhood, ‘ 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed and road 
athird time; and being engrossed, it was accord 
gly read the third time, and passed. os 
Mr. STOKES moved to reconsider the y.¢ by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved to Jay 
the motion to reconsider on the table, “Y 
The latter motion was agreed to 


SUSAN M’GAULICK. 
Mr. FLORENCE, from the Committee on Ip. 


valid Pensions, reported a bill granting a pension 


| toSusan McGaulick, widow of James McGaulick: 


which was read a first and second time, referred 
toa Committee of the Whole House, and, wit) 


| the accompanying report, ordered to be printed, 


THOMAS CHITTENDEN, 


Mr. FLORENCE. I have also a bill for the 
relief of an old soldier of the war of 1812, which 
is a case of necessity, and for which | ask the 
same indulgence as was extended to the gentle- 
man from Tennessee [Mr. Stokes] just now. | 
will state that the gentleman from Wisconsin js 
very much interested in the case, and I promised 
him I would ask the consent of the House to put 
it on its passage without delay. 

The bill was read. It directs the Secretary of 
the Interior to place the name ef Charles Chitien- 
den, of Wisconsin, on the roll of invalid pension- 
ers at the rate of eight dollars per month, to com- 
mence on the Ist day of January, 1858, and to 
continue during his natural life. 

The report was read. I[t states that the peti- 
tioner, in 1813, was an ensign in the thirtieth regi- 
ment, United States infantry; that subsequently 
on the 21st December, 1814, he was appointed a 
second lieutenant in said regiment; that he con- 
tinued in service until the month of September, 
1815; during which time he was in'service with 
his regiment on the northern frontier, suffering 
great hardships on account of the inclemency of 
the weather; that during the autumn and winter 
of said year he performed the duty of quarter- 
master in addition to the regular duties of his 
grade of office; that in the discharge of his duty 
as quartermaster, he had frequently to perform 
severe labor; that to encourage his men, he would 
frequently join them in extracting*transportation 
wagons from difficult situations; that while thus 
engaged he received an injury or strain which 
disabled him from further active service, and he 
was obliged in consequence to return home; that 
the injury has affected him more or less ever 
since; and now at the age of sixty-nine years he 
finds himself poor and unable to work. The 
petitioner further states that not until necessity 
drove him did he apply to the Government for 
relief. , 

No objection having been made, the bill was 
ordered to be engrossed, and read a third time, 
and being engrossed, it was accordingly read the 
third time, and passed. ; 

Mr. FLORENCE moved thatthe vote by which 
the bill was passed be reconsidered; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid on 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ABSTRACTION OF PUBLIC SECURITIES. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 


munication from the Secretary of the Interior, 
stating that on Saturday night last he was 1! 
formed by the voluntary confession of an officer 
of his Department, that State bonds held in trust 
by the United States Government for certau In- 
dian tribes, to the amount of $870,000, had been 
abstracted from its custody, and converted to 
private usé; that the enormity of the fraud de- 
manded a full investigation, by a conmitice of 
Congress, into all the facts and cireumstances 
which haveattended its perpetration. ‘To vindiee 
his own honor and integrity, and to expose 1° 
guilty and the derelict, the Secretary appeal’ d to 
the House to appoint a committee, with full power 
to send for persons and papers, and to report 
uvon the subject. 
° 


